Til* JD 0 Buellley land want t* the fanlly than 

tO jplil <3ajf and McKoill and la Mr **Ttod by Lnlf flay, 

Tl» tnws fre*d vast of thfl rirtr n« flvtn to Jochua 

ler ■ Ttal* dlvldsi is folios# 1 fotxgerwt nod Cbtrl** 

Tuuit^t J»ne sod Coliffikc-s Silva, A**!/ Ret** sod Clinton 
Courtn«y* 

thjrinE thla sanerstian all the traotc got* oeuad by 
doahu* SUcklsy II WGrs bought back with the Sleepfclon of a 
few acres owned ty the heirs Of K* TfOUng. several acres 
fmv* bteo added to the homesteadj namely, the McCoy Term at 
th* head of tfilllaKB Hiver and 575 of eut-over timber*- 

land east or tha farm. 

Joshua Buckley II eaia a minister nti heart rsthsr than a 
farmer. With hie lar^e family and snail income It fcecsuoa 
noasfluary to sell parts of tha farm. Re sold tha loner part 
of the fiver bottom to George Overholt end some of the hill 
Sand to Charles Xoung and Clinton Courtney* The upper part 
!3f the bottom vbb given to daughter Jana snc1 Columbus Silva* 
This left only a small section with tho home. Liter this 
w*5 mortgaged for debt t and et the ti*e bis son John took 
over the management of the rsnu. all »na gone or mortgaged 
ffif all it wns worth* 

Jdm began to gEther the land toe?ther again and to 
pay off the debts. This was during tha depression of tha 
1000* ft* 3* worked as a carpenter, helping t* build the 
itor* for Daniel Wc Weill * His wages next Jeventy-rive cent a 
* day. La ter the lumber interests bag an to cut the timber 
flu the Greenbrier River and float fha logs to hones 1 verts to 
the JswtiJl, John soon learned 60 gufd? the arks down the 
river and became the pilot of the srka, This was a job of 
considerable responsibility and paid a little batter wages 
than the other man got* Howavar, it could not be done dur¬ 
ing the winter months. 

Several companies were buying tracta of land and timber 
In Pocahontas County* Many of titasu oomp&niep knew little 
or nothing of the country, John learned to estimate timber 
and would make estimates for a fee* Tblr» gave him a good 
inconn and it could be dons during the winter. In this Way 
h» could work almost all the year, 

During this time much of the work on tha f&nn was dona 
by lh* v3Te and children. Since John »&s able to be at 
bw at ■ cm* rise during each week, he could manage the 
font quite well, he soon paid tha mortgage on the borne* 

About 1097 wftwr tha Chesapeake wad Ohio Railroad began 
to build tha Greenbrier mention there wet yet a debt of 
too btodrtd dollar* * which vai owed to Colwhug Silva * In 
«rte to five a deed for the right-of“*iy for the raUKed, 



Joshua, then the owner, deeded eight acres of land lying 
between the homestead and the Overholt tract to Silva* 

This was known as the "Little Orchard"* 

In 1906 Aumiller Brothers were looking for a tract of 
timber to cut. They contacted John Buckley, knowing that 
he could estimate timber and that he had cruised the timber 
on his own lands as well as that on the Silva and Young 
(then Thomas) farms. 

The Aumlllers made an offer based on the extimate 
which had been made. That part belonging to Silva was the 
best grade of timber, and they offered one thousand dollars 
for it. 

John then began to try to buy the Silva farm. They 
offered to sell all except the "Little Orchard" for twelve 
hundred dollars. The deal was made and the timber was sold, 
leaving a balance of two hundred dollars outstanding. By 
this time .T-’y Buckley was old enough to work on public 
works, and he and his father went to work and paid off the 
outstanding debt. 

In the meantime, the Overholt farm had been bought by 
Charles Young and sold to James Cook, After Walter Graham 
married Addle Buckley, he and Jay Buckley bought the lower 
end of the river bottom from Cook. The "Little Orchard" 
remained in the hands of the Silva girls (Annd and Myrtle) 
until 1925 when this tract was sold to Jay Buckley for eight 
hundred dollars. 

The tract owned by Courtneys and Youngs was acquired 
by William Buckley about 1933• The Andy Rose farm was 
bought by William and Ralph Buckley, This brought the origi¬ 
nal farm together again. 

The land on the head of Williams River was bought by 
Jay and William Buckley as a place to graze cattle. The 
first place bought was the John W, Sheets farm known as the 
"Dutch Bottom". This was later traded for the McCoy Place". 

After the timber was cut from the "Big Survey" to the 
east of the original farm, Jay bought five hundred seventy- 
five acres of this cut-over timber land. He paid about 
three dollars per acre for this. This completed the farm 
as it stands today. It consists of about fourteen hundred 
acres. 




TOE BOClXSTB AT 3 »* 5 D 


The first account wa hav* ctf th* Buckley family w a3 
In Ireland it ths time or the rt Bulldog Kings", This f ^rn-ii y 
W*£ of Protestant faith. At that tin* Che Roman. Catholics 
ware In power there, and th& Buckleys, Paine persecuted for 
theLr faith, moired along with nany q emirs to Belglvm] and 
Holland, 

When word came to than that the colon y of Virginia had 
Iwen established, these famine a became interested in com¬ 
ing to Aiaarics. Th&y returned to England and made arrange- 
n*wnts to aftll for the New World* 

■They arrived at the mouth of the James River in 1621* 

The narly settlers at Jamaatown h&d become discenraged and 
had set aall for England, The two boats a*t at the mouth 
of the river, and the newcomers persuaded the early settlers 
to return, In this way tha Buckley family lays claim to be¬ 
ing among the first permanent settlars of Virginia* 

Vary llttla Is known of the family from then until 
about the time of tht Revolution* It 16 preturned that they 
with othors worked their way westward to new lands and bet¬ 
ter hunting grounds,, 

About 1760 there were three brothers Of the family at 
Winches tor, Virginia, Two of them moved northwestward to 
whufc Is now Ohio* Tha other one came across the mountain 
into the Southtraneh of the Potomac, then south to its head 
and over into the Greenbrier Valley* This was Joshua, 

Hi came down the river to what is now Hosterman end 
thera found a family by the name of Collins, Joshua made 
his home with the Collins family until 1774 -< In 1773 ho 
aarrlad the daughter Hnnn&h. To them was born a son, Joe, 
on February 22, 17?4* 

Joshua hed scouted the Greenbrier Rlvor Valley for a 
hen About 1762 and took a grant for lend, After his marriage 
to Ekntuhj she wrote a deed, and It was recorded in the Court 
Bouaa In Staunton, Virginia, in 177** 

Cta March 6 t 277*1 Joshua, with his family, arrived at 
tb« mouth of 5wago Creek* Mere he had found a spot where 
Ifca Indiana had do*rid about two acres of land and had been 
niaicf com. He built a lean-to shed Against a large white- 
oak tr*« Just above the hithwater mark da the «ast sido of 
th* Vlwar about two hundred yards south of the mouth of Swgo 



£,T»>»k* Ho had Brought iritfc Mm hie wifs and son, a horss., 
and provision:? enough to last until a crop could fca raised- 

Joshua Bade a trip to Cambridge , Mast;uch.uaat Ls j, and was 
there with {ieneral Waahlne ton- He was a ant back to th* V&lley 
at a scout VOT tha army, and St tbs time of the Battle or 
Point Pleasant he was Stationed at Gaulay Bridge* If tha 
Indiana won the battle, a runner was to come to him, and he 
was to notify the nettlera It the Greenbrier Valley to get 
into the fort At nywishurg. 

The white colony In Virginia had made a treaty with tha 
Indians that thuy would not make settlements in the Ohio 
River Vsliay. The settlers in this section had persuaded 
the Governor of Virginia that the Greenbrier River flowed) 
into the ftta.e-.ntio Ocean* In this way they received their 
grants for land, Ihene g rents were known as '* Tons hawk 
Grants* 1 r The grant for the Blackley lands was one of these 
and wss signsJd by the King of England, 

tfter moving to thy mouth of Swage, three other children 
wops horn to Hannah ead Joshua Buckleyi John, Hattie, and 
Elizabeth* 

Tha family cleared more of the bo Stott land and raised 
crops And livestock * Thair chief source of income was fra® 
furs, for which they had e markst. The family built e oahin 
directly opposite the mouth of the creoH* When the children 
ware grown, they merrled and sattled nearby, 

Hsttie married George Kee and was given that part of the 
far® north of the Eig Rocks in tha river* Elizabeth married 
a Mr, McClure and moved to a farm at tha and of Droop Mountain 
sear where the railroad tunnel is now, Joe married Betty 
Gibson and was given tho land sround where Lewis Gay now lives* 

John married Fa isy Casebolt sad lived on the west side 
of the river Just: opposite his fathers homo. When his 
father and mother became old, he moved to the east side of 
thh river and built a house Li the "Old Orchard" Just north 
of where bis father had built his cabin* John T s family was 
born on the west side of the river, but Later lived on the 
or* $ tide* 

Joshua had given a plot of ground op the west side of 
th# river for b church lot end ft cemetery, A.t his death h® 
end hi a wife Kery were buried there* This is the present 
alt* of Bethel Church* Their greves are Just behind that 
etruature* 

Joahui Stuck ley II ni born on the west side of the river 
oo larch 6* 1619* Be Termed for a livelihood end also was 
the lo«l Iwtbcdiat mlnlater* Be disagreed with the leaders 
of the etarob e> to I ta fora of government and was one of 
S3s* toa&to** of the Method! at Proteatent Church* 







THE BUCKLEY MEKTDfO HOUSE 


Wfien JoIbv ^-act3 ay married P*t*y C**abolt abojt l&OO, 
hd iullt h house On fcfae vest aid* qf thv Greenbrier RivaJ-, 

It was locate-1 Just north ot che muiith of Swsfjo Cr*ek: and 
stout two hundred fast hack from %tw rim’i edge* it 
that time e .few people had settled in the ccrommity,, and 
they were Invited to cone to this house for worship* 

As tho community grew the house became too small to 
aeconanodftto the crowds, and it was decided to build a 
ohmrah. 

This building was Iona ted just anyth of the present 
Lew^r Church fE-ethal), it was a log building and was 
larie enough to accommodate a small congregation, This 
prubii b J y T7HE built ^bout 182?, TJii.: -.'imrCh ir&B located on 
land donated by the Buckley family* The lot was about ooa- 
bslf a era in sIbb* !ho lot was used an ^ owutity for a 
l?ns time and is still used for that purpose* 

The church was known as "The Buckl«y Meeting House"* 
Tha congregation was a member of the Methodist conference, 

■ nd sotsw or the alula tars came fro» Hillsboro to hold 
9«ni»i t 


Joshua BuoJtlay II, son of John, bec&Ao a Bathodlst 
adjuster and preached at this church* He did nut Ilka the 
fevetrunenl of the Methodist church Shd Joinad the sapara¬ 
ti on movement, which was to become the Methodist Protestant 
Church * 


About 1075 tha congregation became eware that the log 
church was too small to accommodate the congrogation and 
t/iiit extensive repairs would have to bfl made before long* 
they decided to build a naw church on the grounds of the 
church r Uo^t of the work on this church was done by 
loc*] men without wages* The McNeill and Buckley families 
contributed aoat of the materials end labor* Jefferson 
IlLUngswarth was the chief foreman* 


* I Ills* UcNelll and his brothers wer? good ex men* They 
choppwd tha trees for the frame, and John Buckley, who was 

f™ •*« tb» breed ex, finished the s&oothing of the frame 

lUHHf 


. 9ttmr frame ■aterUlt were cut on the Buckley 

_* cn * *>«d of the Tlni He 1 lew, this was fine 
iHfe*?, ft* lofi were hauled by oxen to tho church 

A Pril, *nd at on* tin* the snow 
*** ** deep it vcH%*d through th* ox bow*. 




frt4$» timbers were long enough to ox tend from one side 
of tno church to the other» This la about twenty-four feet, 
On* of the jo timbers when It dried spilt at one end* It 
than necessary to bore a hole through it end insert a 
wooden r>i«* 

The boards cut on a, "op end down" till. This iax 

ewS like a crosscut saw and was worK#d up and down lay water 

power* The finishings Inside were done by hand planes. 

This church Is now .known as Bethel and Is being used 
hy the Presbyterian congregation with the permission of the 
Buckley family* The lot when not used he a church ground 
roverts to the Buckley estate. 



oMiaaoLooT of the buclley fjlmuy 17*- t e 1^7 


(1) Joshua Buckley 
fcUnn*h Cal Una 


Jo Via bvekl+f ( 2 ) 
la* Buckley (j) 

Hettlfl Bucklay Ha, ( 4 ) 
Elisabeth EtiwkLfly Kcdure (5) 
imiis Buckley 
lane Buckley 


(£J John Buckley 
Fatcy Gesebolt 


( 3 ) Jo* Buckley 

Betty Gibson 


{ 4 } Hattie Buckley 
Crror^n E ae 


f?) Elizabeth Ehjcfcloy 
Arthur McClure 


Joshuft Buckley (6) 

Eata Buckley Friel (7) 
Rachel lucllay HcColluu 


No Children 


Joshua Sueklev Eos (B) 
indrotf Kao (£) 

John Kho UO) 

Wllllu ( 11 > 


William Buckley 
Elisabeth Colliaoo 

Isftfic Buckley 


( 6 ) Jcuhim Buckley 
Lucinda Aik; son 


Mary Ellin Buckley A tiki son (12) 

Nutb EUsn Buckley (13) 

Elizabeth Susan Francss Buckley 

McNeill U4> 

Ureca Jane Buckley Silva (l?) 

Sfibiiw Lalfhley Buckley 

Mokeevar, Bofgs (16) 
Kar£*F«t Catharine Suckley 
Ioun£, thotB&s Q7> 

Kflfwy Alclnd* Slak- Buckley 

Icselll Cl 8 ) 

John Barnet Buckley (1?> 

Addle Lida Lorn Buckley Ucffjlll (20 
Martha Umrn Irene Buckley 

McNeill UD 



QF.NEAOXrOGIf OP THE BUCKLEY F4MTLY 17-- to 1^67 


(1) JoyhUfl Buckley 
Bannah Colllas 


( 2 ) John Buckle/ 
Fats/ Casabolt 


(j? Joe finckley 
Bai,ty Gibson 


(4J Bettis Buckley 
George ftee 


(5) Elizabeth Buckley 

Arthur McClure 


William Buckley 
Elizabeth Collison 


Isaac Buckley 


C6) Joshua Bucklsy 
Lucinda Adklson 


john Buckley (2) 

Jos Buckley (. 3 ) 

Hattie Buckley Kee (4) 
Elizabeth Buckley hcClur* (5) 
William Buckley 
Isaac Buckley 


Joshu* Buckley (6) 

Kata Buckley Frial (7) 
Re chtfl Buckley McCollum 


No Children 


Joshua Buckley Kee (8) 
Andrew h ee (93 
Jotui Kee (10} 

Will law Kee Ul) 


Mary Ellen Buckley Adkisou (12) 

Buth. Eliza Buckley (13) 

Elisabeth Susan Frances Buckley 

McNeill (14) 

Urace Jane Buckley Silva (15) 

Sabina Laishley Bucklay 

McKeaver, Boggs (16) 
Margaret Catherine Buckley 
Young, Thoms s {1?) 

Nancy Alcinds Blake Buckley 

McNeill ( 16 ) 

John Barnet Buckley (19) 

Addle Lida Lorn Buckley McNeill (20) 
Martha Laura Irena Buckley 

McNeill (21) 



(?) Kate Buckley 
Friel 


<12> Mary Ellaft Buckle 7 
Joe Adklacn 


(Ifl) Elisabeth Susan 

Frances Buckley 
1 fillJ.au Ci McNeill 


(15J Ureca Jane Buckley 
Columbus Silva 


(16) Sabina L&lshley Buckley 
Hutien McKsever 


(16) Sabina Laishlay Buckley 
Dexter S. Boggs 


(17) Margaret Catherine 
Buckley 
Charles young 


(17) Margaret Catherine 
Buckley 

Alvin Reece Thomas 


(lft> Haney lie!rdf, Blake 
Buckley 

At* Shinn McNeill 


Jerry Friei 
Jtapar Friel 


Bi tvlli JeruBha 41 son Buckluv 
BeKfisfer (122) 
fbrf»r A^ifiort ( 173 ) 
laea Itlkisor U|bUt«r (Hi) 


Nevada McNeill W (175) 
Lucy McNaill Overholt (126) 
Grace McNaill McNeill (12?) 
Edna McNeill Kelllson (128) 
flubeti a* McNeill (129) 


Rosea Tina Salome Silva Hannah, 
Callahan (130) 
Qanevlve Silva (131) 

Myrtle Silva (135) 

Joaaph Silva (133) 


No Children 


Lucy Boggs Tucfcwliler (130 
Charles Boggs ( 135 ) 

Hattie Ray Boggs Heightley ( 136 ) 
Chefley Pack 3oggs (137) 


Ruth young McNeill (138) 
Charles A. Young (139) 

Villiam Maletus Young (140) 


Ella Thomas Kirby (141) 

Notiey Thomas (142) 

Ulysses Guy Thomas (143) 
Alta Thomas Rose (144) 
Harry Clawson Thomas (14?) 
Rex Thomas (146) 


Dennis Buckley McNeill (149) 
Fear! McNeill Scott U50) 
Forrest MeKelli (151) 

Clyde Buckley McNeill tl5 2 ' 
Paul McNeill U531 



-2- 




<l«j) John Barnet Buckley 

El laabSth Jane McNeill 


<20) Addle Lld£ Lom 
Buakley 
Joshua McNeill 


floss ( 1<>2} 

Gltjrjdjlyri Scfrolll Goods (163) 
llllaatn fctiUL U&*S 
Dorothy HcFelll Budl {16$) 
Fred McBeill Q66) 


(122) Estelle Jerusha lleon Lynette WcKeever Curtis (1*7) 

Buckley Glendolyti Uclkecver Morris (146) 

Oliver Mdteev&r 


Dale Adkleon (£01) 

Isaac Adklson (SOS) 

George Fries A elk is on (203) 

l 

(124) Inea Adkison No Children 

Andrew Hghtnar 


(123) Harper Adkison 
Lens Punc&n 


i£l) Martha Leura Irene 
Buckley 
Ulysse* McNeill 


Jay Buckley (15*) 

viola Winifred Buckley fcuaUler (.1S7V 
Joahud Enoch buckley l1561 
» ill lain HcITelU tTUOkley (177) 

Addle May tuckloy Graham (l 7 b) 
ftftlph Eametta Buckley (159) 

[ 

Glabourne Park Metfeill (l60) 

Frenkie McNeill Whits, 

Dennison (161) 




(124) hut-aft fin** Me Belli 
(faille W*d9 


(IjOj Ros^flnnn Saloine SHts, 
lT4 blTi/ifrti 


(130) Towpaime SElcne fin** 
La m-anca £» Callahan 


QilJ Gensviva Silva 


M 32 ) Myrtle Silva 


tX33? Joseph Silva 


(13*) Lucy Eoggs 

Bay Tuckwiller 


(135) Chat-lea Boggs 
Addlt 


(136) Hattie Ray Boggs 

Ralph I>» ftsightley 


03?) Chesley Ray Boggs 
Margaret 


(13 $} Ruth Young 

Nt Clairson McNeill 


(13?) Charles 4* Young 
Nora Overholt 


<1*0) fmiui Malatus Young 
Hazel Halford 


1141) Ella Thomas 

Jones K* Klrty 


To Children 


To Children 


To Cbililni 


Ray Tuckvillar (215> 

EUk«h* Tuck*! liar (216) 

Donald Tuctalllar (21?) 


Clarita Boggs t Jr, 
Joseph Boggs 


Ralph Keighfcloy (219) 
Hllllbtt JUlgfttlay (220) 


Jams* Boggs 
Betty Boggs 


No Children 


Prod K. Young (221) 


Everett Paul Young (222) 
Helen Young Jefferies (223) 


No Children 



Mar* Tlwwk flaunt. | 22*3 

<2sy> 

ir«M Tfaouit GllLUnn, <2361 
Mfitifl- Tbottat <?*7) 

*iUii» Ttvflai.8 (22&) 


QJ^} ^tLfljr Thmi 
Nil 


&BTflthy Tfatntt firmer <229) 

DotH* T?iaBi4i ^23-03 

GLeitdolyn Thenar Flflshimn tajll 
Ufli-E^rat Trifiauis Crocfcshimk <2^23 
Prana*S TJlHtt.B Workmen <233) 
Jases Thojdfts ( 23 +) 

Robert Thitaac <23$) 

Ruben Thomas <236) 

Harold Thawita <2’7) 

Jae>f j.a Thomnfe £ 239 ) 
fcpvid TllfHMB U 39 ) 

Feed TbathB « 1240) 


<142) Soilay ThOicas 
Dolly McCIung 


Gladys T>0ias Vdovs C24J) 
J& 9 IEB Httrolrt fh^rTllE? <2423 
Htrry L«4 Thor** <243 > 

lift mine Thome* Harper <24*) 
iifred ITjow* <245) 


(l4j) Ulyi*»* Guy Thbmiia 
OjjsI Vsiford 


l*™r*t Ftosfl Luts 
WLidr*d Re** tune, Shun U 
Robert bui* <24fil 
^tr.H f'm.'Ti Pjose E?49) 

I.AU114 ROSS McKbeh 

Miry Ruth Raai : * Moore (2^1) 


Ui4) 4Ita Thews a 
Robert Rose 


Gatherin'® Thotaaa BuclclaiuJ (£ 52 ) 
Hebeecu Thomas illen <2533 
Tilda ThPMi Matin <25*3 
Btirry Thqma.a, Jr* (£ 55 ) 


(l^J Harry Clawson Thomas 
Ona Gibson 


(144) Fax Thomas 


JIo Children 


[1*B> Gltdielyr Wcfcsever 
Itorrii 


finwall McMLU 

Kush McKirlU 


( 144 ) Beanie fcMeUl 

UoM iMlllF 


Inna PaulLh« Stott Wilson 







fl£D FbPTt^t WiL'TJffJll 


( 1 52 J Clydfl JSudklay Urjfeiii 
]r*a* koMutt 


U?3> Psta KcVetU 

Elia*D#th Fisher 


(lf*> Jay Buckl«y 


Cl 5 ?) Viola winUrad Buckley 
Aaron AsuaHier 


<i5S> »i»ch PwokJay 

karthfl Harris 


U57) liniea McNeill Buckley 
Eula UcCaulay 


(156) Addle it&y Buckley 
Valter Graham 


f 1595 Ralph Barnette Buckley 
Dorothy UoqfoB 


(lfiO) Clatourne Park McNeill 
Vail la Llghbner 


(161) Frenkla McNeill 
Clyde Khlta 


(161) Frankie McNeill 
Albert Dennlion 


{162] Rasa McNeill 
Betty 


<163) Qlendolyn McNeill 
Trank Goode 


fiWttn NckrlU 


Petrtola HcVaiii 


Forrest Stanford Aimlllar 
Gian CkK>t,n AunlllEr 
Will lea Buckley A wilier 
Betty Jane l wilier Kanaaly 


Cereldlrte Kane Buckley Dili lay 
Helen Jean Buckley Roberts 


Mo Children 


Mhry Eli?.abath Graham Weiford 
Jay Buckley Graham 


Vo Children 


Store MeKelli 


Vo Children 


Eleanor Dennison Lambert 
Howard Dennison 
Marth* Dennison Sheher 
Albert Mark Dennison 


Mayen McNeill 


Glendolyn Hose Good* 




(It?) Dorothy Me^sj.ii 
Itorffltf EniJ.j 


Bareli Badi* Jr, 
John itedotll inKtd 


<1665 Fred Me tre ill 


<201? DbIs idkison 
Fe&a McCoy 


{802J Isaac Attldison 

Dorothy Cunningham 


(£05) Uaorge Price idkjson 
Welder 


Viol* Catherine Jidkison 
David *i)cl3on 
Jsnit iikison 


£?D4} Pb-jI Overhalt 
^Rhny Golden 


Mavy Prone?? Overhoit Cachran 
Jean (Her holt Hall 


TorrafiCfl ittnr. Tract 
Pamela Lucille Trent Reysdr 
Meredith 0v?rhcl6 Trent 


(£06) Willi mi Dverholt 
Lorn Smith 


Rotart Cyatholt 


<20?) Helen Overholt 
Ron Isaac's 


Wo Children 


Judith Lynn Overholt 
John Overheat 
Deborah Overholt 


{ 20 $) Karl Overholt 

Hannah Itery Cogbill 


John McNeill 


UP9) Ward Me Bill 
Laura Held on 


Jfj Children 


Wti Children 


(2L3J LMla* Medal11 
ftlaon 




IZ1?> louiae IloNeill 
F pip* 


feuilftt Pnmt* 


i*}}> fi-vv a IftNaill 

Annabel! Qua track 


ttfcbati Bill ITsVeill 
Iruna ScS^ttl 


<2l*> William R. JlcITeill 
Esther fleer y 


ilebU Rchoin 


(Jl?) Ray ruekwlller 


<2163 Eugene Tuskwlller 
(217) Donald Tuckwlllop 


(£19) Ralph Xeiffciley 
{220} William tteightley 

(221) FTvti R. Ifoung R& Children 

?Bdfi llKT: 


{722 J jfveretttf Paul I'-jimf 


(22^3 Rolan Soilh^ 

Robart Jeffarles 


Robert Jaffarlos 
Barnette Jefferies 
Linda Jefferies 


Mary Themes 
Wsufth, 

(825) Clarence Thomas 

(226) Irene Thomas 

Glllllan 

12377 ItfiH T)wi 

( 23 S) lllllu rhama 

tttf) Ctorotlir ftmii 
Vr*«ar 












■ 






l £3$) Thosnae 

t2]l) Hukue 

TlasfuaJin 

{ i ) iLa T£B r $ t 3 

GJMkshaFik 

<?33) «rsnc e s rtionw s 
fforJCEiirt 


(23*) James Thomas 
(£3 5) Robert Thomas 
(236? Ruben Thornes 


{2y?} Harold Thomas 
(23®) Jeelt Ttiomag 


( 23 ?) David Thomas 


(.2.40) Frsd Thomas 


( 241 ) Gladys Thornes T 10 K 1 Lynn Moors 

John Moore t Jr* 

(2*£) James Harold Thcmm* IdnS Kay Thomas 

Winona Eades 

( 243 ) Harry Lae Thomas Slltn Thomas 

Louise ^Ith 

( 2*4 > Waicinfl Thomas B«t& Lorraine Harper 

Sam Harper 




(2*T) Alfred Thomas 

Vanda Dmfibauih 


T im othy Thomas 1 
Kimberly Thomas 
limn® Guy Thomas 




12*6} Margaret 

Ltita 


(247) Mildred Ross 
Hauriae Lang 


Timothy la tig 


(247) kildred Rose 

Randolph Short 


Khort 


\2z£.} Robert JTcjsb 
fffili JOrtas 


Sally Sos# 
Robert Pose 
Thomas Rose 


ihannoa Rosa 


£ 25 °) Louise Hose 
Robert Wc/Coi 


Robert Mefcoea 
Edvard MclU 


(351) Mary Ruth Rose 
■Tack lloqra 


Steven Hcrfelu 
Agnes McLaughlin 


Hettlna UoNelll Somerville 
Jane McNeill 


Forrest Stanford Aumlller No Children 
Margaret Shuckar 


Mar-on iumj.ller 
Dennis Aumlller 
Daryl ATiinlller 
John (Jack) Auailler 
Melody Aumillar 


Clan Omsga Aumiller 
Wilma Hayes 


William Anmlller 
Welter AqnlllH 
Steven kumiller 
Gretchan Auolller 


William Buckley Auitiller 

Ethel Klase 


Betty Jane Aumlllar 
Wilbur Ktintmly 


Winifred Kens&ly 
Jane Kenaaly 


Charles Karslt Dill* 
Usrtea Key Bliley 
Elizabeth Buck!* 


Geraldine luckley 
Char lee Iwntft Dllley 







MtJy Rll^abeth Gratlam 

Willi IB PhuI Wei ford 

poriTia Jfran »*iferd Dunhrat* 
Walts! m Ilian Wairord 

Jay Buell lay Grahum 

Helen fVfluees Cuamngrma 

Wiliiajn Wrylfi trahEm 
EHyabeth Ann Ora hat 
Jsynell Susan t?&h» 

3t0** McNeill 

Nancy Sipie 

Parry McNeill 

Rleancr Dennison 

Harper Lambert 


Howard Dennison 


Martha Dennison 

Janas Shober 


Albert MflrJc Dennison 


Mary Frances Drerholt 

How* Preston Cochran II 

Hew* Preston Coehran, III 
Paul Hassle Cochran 

Josti Chrerbolt 

Jujftph k. Halj, 

Jeffrey Marshall Hall 

John Douglas McNeill 

Tivian 

Laurch Ann McNeill 
Rosemarie McNeill 

Grece llllion McNeill 


Cheryl Irene McNeill 
Larry MeCallister 


Bittlnfl McNeill 
Kirk M» Sopierville 


D*nrU l«lUflr 
Silly 

Hirtha Kay Dllley Charlaa Jacob Mullet 

Jioob Mullet 


11 



Donna Joan Watford 
George Dougla a Dunbra ok 


Torrence Watson Trent 
Irmn Anderson Trent 


Fni9elB Luc ills Trent 
Tbosas Keys or 


Meredith Overholt Trent 
Itholina Fink 


Addle Bucklay Dunbrack 


Todd Meredith Trent 


Sandra Dero TCeyser 
John Trent Keyser 


Gels Elyse Trent 
Bruce Cameron Trant 
Meredith Lee Trent 
Kevin Hunter Trent 



-THE MEETING KOUafil 


I 


Trth _ ltackl*y married Pfitr/ Cnsnftalt nbOufc > 

SP/Suiiw w* Sid* of th( Gr&enbrier Piter, 

be bull* a ft us " n nrxfc of tho unu^ii of swags Greek and 
Jt Tw hSid fact ba<* from the river*n edge, At 

nwH Hfld seUled in the community* -ifid 
IrPiftad to eoae to this house fo** worship. 


tofrJ «m inti™ " -— 

kSf th* conmunity grew tT.e hcdte became too snihll fee 
Menurifet* the crowds, add it was decided to build a 
ehurc-h f 

Thti IrtiJ"dlti( u- 1 a located Just sf^uth oT the precept 
H-er church (Battel)* It was e J.og bulldlu kb* was 
*reu£ft to aucovudst* e 4ttll congrm L^n* 
wote'ily w>s built about 3Sa^ t ttvls churoto »*s located on 
janJ donated by the Buckley family* The lot wt* about one- 
jul^ ac-e in size* fhe lot was used as a odnetary for a 
lone tiE* and is still used for that purpose* 

lb* church ws5 Ittvjvn as "The Hnekley Meeting How**". 
fpp, congregation nuS a oeobsr of the Method let conference, 
and suae? ef the ministers uijtie from HlLiaboro to hold, 
sarv’res■ 

Joshua Buckley 11, son of John, became a Methodist 
tBlnlsid? iml preochsd at thd s church. He did 00' Ilk* the 
l fdS5TBrer + t of the Methodist church and joined the aepAt 1 **- 
tioa ■Tefft'rntf which was to become tho Methodist Protestant 
Church * 

About IB?? the eanpregstioh beaano emtb fch&t the log 
™ w «9 too snail to apfioaunod* te the congregation end 
Jl_ t wntitnaiv: repair* would hhVo to be tunic before long* 
TJHy decided to build a n&ir church an tip? gfounds of the 
ebjrch* Mart of the woric on thd e church was done by 
i^*vl »ojj without WigttB* The HcN till anl Buckley ftallias 
r ^; riblJ t8d «st of the materials and labor* Jefferson 
*UMii|(t(r«i Wfle the chi Off foreman* 

lek/wn^i^i™ Mc^iin und hi 3 brothers were good ai mao* They 
trw fo* - tha fruje*. end John Buckley, who wej 


■ ^ www -fe u ■ -^Ji= femur fa EiJIiJ v v iU L uyLAiny^ " -h, 

;?*!*■ **• hltafl nit, flniiM the eaoDthing at th* fr»j 


r*-^ **■ 6t h*r friu uteri* 1* cut on tha Buck ley 

iil? '*'!*■ Wd Of the Ibontf Hollow. Thii m cm* 
l?~” hmr* Ttw log! «r* hauled by ajteo Ld the church 
■ I*' V 111 ■*■ tow* in ApM), end *t on* tt"# the anew 

” deep It *OTh*d tirainh the ** biw>. 




jw , B *cra long enough to attend from une side 

I* ,J' church to the tyihsTt This is about twenty-four reat. 
h f : thesn timber* when It dried spilt a1 one anti* It 
neceisary to bore & hoi# through it *ol Insert a 

nocdtT* pin* 

TJib boards *aro out on a tr Up and down" hill. This saw 
ns lllca a crosscut *aw nod i»aa worked tip and down. b j w* ter 
ppptr* Th& finishings Inoloa wors ctctan by hand plants# 

This ahufch Is now known ns Gethei and Is hein* used 
tin Prestywrieo congregation with the remission of tn* 
Ba^kJey really* lot whan not used as t cburch ground 

marts to the Each ley estate# 








pm 6, 1V»40 


Uelle Y. L'cLaughlin 
I..uriinton, V*. Vo. 




POCAHONTAS C(JUNTY 


Chapter 4- Section 2 ~ 

My friend, Moody Moore, close observer or things in 
general and out of door things in particular, has been tell¬ 
ing me for years or an Indian grave on the old road between 
the Jake pj.ace and Huntersville, abo^t opposite tne mouth 
of Browns Creek. In the days of his youth, he nad hunted 
for the traditional jar of silver buried on the rising 
ground near the mouth of a stream, away back in the. 1750*9 
or 1760's. 

ri is uncle the late William Moore of Browns Creek, 
had found a large heap of piled stouts when he worked ou 
the new road around the Jake Hill in 1890. He told the 
young nephew about it ana Uoody proceeded to investigate 

to see if by any chance tnis might be the place the treas¬ 
ure was buried. 

Moving tons oi stones, Mr. ^*oore found no silver, 
but he did uncover the cones of not less than a half dozen 
men. The bodies **ad ueen lain in a circle, feet to the 
center. One at least had ueen a roan or gigantic stature, 
With a skull or unusual thickness. from the way his reeth 
were worn down, , it was presumed he had „een up in years 

h ° mat “ eath> Ko silver was round, ndr enytning 
else to show whether Indians or whites nad' been ouried 
there. fh. todies had heen pieced upon the carpet or 

foresi leaves and moulded, with no elation. and tons or 
stones piled upon W. The fteap 


and per- 
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bapa a rod in diameter* 

The tragedy much overtook this party will « raain 
oae of the mysteries or these mountains. If they 
Indians and the victims of a cattle between tribes, I 
read the sign that they belonged to the victorious side. 
They were laid to rest with care on a ple^saiw bene., in 
the full light or the rising sun. But if Indians, surely 
some stone weapons, implements and ornaments would have 
been round. 

ror tne wnites, it is not unlikely tnat parties 
of hunters and trappers met death in the forest vastness oi 


these mount-j.ua prior to the general settlements which be¬ 
gan in the late 1760’s and early 70’s. Cold might wipe them 
out in the winter; the regulars of the standing armies of the 
Six nations, in accord with.provisions of/the Treaty of Al¬ 
bany, 1722, would kill any whites trespassing upon Indian 
ground* a party of mercenary scalp hunters looking for scalps 


to claim bounty at Detroit in irench and Indian war times, 
would murder whoever they found; or it may have been the work 
©f a bloody band of outlaws raiding a camp for the winter fur 
catch. Indian regulars, mercenaries or white outlaws would 
leave the bones of their victims to ’-bleach where they fell, 
to be garnered together for decent ahd'perhaps Christian burr 
ial by the first party of white hunters. 


little or no record need ever be expected now to be 
found or suoh disappearances. /hare was a strong order ^ 

toe m„ g of Creat Britain to keep out or the Indian Country 
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ob tt* -ttirs. 3y troety h* ™ at Vl * 

jn4j»n could kill with iapojiity any af hi* fttibjucts *° * r *“” 
pa Si ina, to roeord ul suah loss, if knO*n* ^*>md bo up*™ 

Che court books at Staunton. In The County records 

tiiora now ond then appears the notation gr n nan on tao del 
In^uent tajr list or one wanted. -'or debt or for trial or witness 
hf Disappeared in the Grecniirier Qountry," 

Along in iho 17 50"s in the Greenbrier Country, lr s days 
journey from Ft* Dinwiddle* on Jacksons Uiver, a party or $u- 
ditnjs r soiufl say as 3»uy as yirteen, wart; tilled by whites* 

TJii$ pjQ ug.it reverberations evan to the Kih£*a GDurt at Lcn- 
dod r ft<sd chot mighty monarch stale du$ apology to the Indian 
nti_i*n tor He breach upon their people* Thfl mah respond! pig 
got Out ol it by saying he could not tell fljjoT kind or Indiana 


tftfty were; they looked like a wax party pf Shawnees to nisi, 
and na was taking no chances. 

That sounded so iy» a j/arUnion trick to me that I 
ha7e al^sra PUT, Mentis » tct S3 ti» plo q* whars it * a3 puii aa 
ho«t 7 «, tbs BO uni at JIuntarsviUe is twenty tr.lla* it™ Fort 
31a*idJl«—n Pair days walk oa rcounma trail*- an a lt me7 be 

mfl Mlrn ,wrfc th0 - sti "3 -f *•« fnwi* lnalans 

<-o«o to <oat B thr Duetl elce63 of cautlon - t0 put tnB test ta=e 
possible ot) the matter, 

Th. **«*« or any ptraonal *a l0fl , laS a of stone ^ 
Indicate burial alter robber? -v. 

- *.—.„:; »u “ r — 
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mjnttr Un* on froiiea ground, of au/ely Aucfc *1 eoi?ii lisS in S 
inplsmsnts end flurry to £0* away by #ur*fvors- ,,OFfi50r * 
the? did a (jood Job of raeic pill ox- 

Tbe gpo 4 state of preservation, of iti« uonfls 13 si^n to 
mfl that burial could not heve bear, lodii ocfora the arrival of 
sstUer- in the Knapps UracJc valley, about ona Hundred sixty- 
five years ago* 

Phare are Indian raounds scattered nil Dtbj this region! 
raost of dirt but occasionally a stone pil&» In sons t^am 
renwins of men ere found* with persons! stnnc belongings* In 
others only the sign or fire is ssen# 


faltinc aboiit lost nen in there no stains, I would. sfiy 
that j'or wholesale disappearance the “Gundy Cresk Voyage* 1 holds 
the roftcrd* This was a demon strati on in lorae against the 
Indian toeiis an the Ohio idver. It wen staged in cold weather 
to catch Lhe indiaug in winter quarters, before they were ready 
for tfieir spring time raids* The army traveled oy way or the 
Hi* “»r,iy tom a. Cn '.tie Tug for It or sandy on too way out a 

tOVa * “"' r8l ° ™ a Wlleil - *“ Slda Kaa bung ln „ Iree to De> 
t^ en on to, f'.-utn ttlf, I-ha ona* „ 0o Jl4 roturn tnat flhy 

-ora ,0 boner, tbay cat lne 0lie up in tbronga -tuga-an* ate lt 
Henoc the n*oiQ rug 4 Ve r. t 


winter had been mild east a r tr, 

tna ^yuteins, qux *, 

“* * In/ 301 «»• «. H(TOfi8 , hBte >Bfl 
boo, , ltll , „ " " Ba »f *“»»« i, 

" * ub a reat fold »Mah ao ortail „„„ 

Tbsy talk UTOJt t ’ M “ lla 

S “°' aj,<1 tRBn ’ :y b«low zer( 
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4oubt the Sandy Creek voyager ft experl etiaad that much 


and more* The aroy broke up Into ami 11 parties to work .-elr 
nay WOK to the settlements east ot tbO aouiHain*. How many 
nerlfthed Lrow cold exposure and starvetion Is no 1 known* I 
have no doubt that some of the parties attempted to return by 
of tha Greenbrier valley- the cnoat dlreot route home r°r 
those who were from the Jackson River, Cow Pasture and Shenan¬ 
doah ftsttlftiii'ants- There were two cauaeft tor the army breaking 
up. One was that each ruseed individual composing the army had 
a better way house than the one proposed by the leaders* 1,6 h&v 
people in toe mountelna to this day who decremstrate suuh ohax* 


sober* The other reason was that by breaking up in smaller 
parties t snd spreading out over different routes, eoae would 
find gaoe and get through, while if they stuck together fill 


might perish* It is not an unreesoneblo guess that the hones 
under the rock pile near 7]untersville might possibly he the re¬ 
ran las of a party returning Prom the ill fated Sandy ureek Voy¬ 
age, .iJiyway* these mountains were full or freezing t starving 
raen i treking back home in the deep snow and fearful cold of a 
lot* winter storm. 


*ewne years ago a number of *eU preserved skeletons 

■“s-* 

■ore round behind a kaII under o rock cliff on the Greenbrier 
balo* the ihickley place *t the mouth or o*&go* Uy ^ efis 

that these were ^n4y Creek voyagers. They were white men 
as tiiey had long heads 


the tuition of hurl.„ «1,„ t rea; , ura la tSeaa 
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aountains, the versions differ - The general run or the story 
that a party of Frenchmen and Indiana were traveling this 
way from the Mississippi Country loaded down with silver, mak¬ 
ing: for Ft. Ouquesne and Canola. At the nouth oi a street 
inhere a run came into a smaller streets, zh&y round they were 
pursued. Here they hurled pots of silver and sought safety 
in flight and never returned. I have heard, the exact location 
is the mouth or Swsgo, Stony Creek, Southards Creek, Clover 
Creek, Ceer Creek, l'orko of ^eer Creek, mouth und forks or 
Sitiington Creek* Indian Jr&ft anti most everywhere else, Hot?- 

ovar* 1 hold there la little doubt that this treasure is Varied, 

on .ha iratcT’s oi ^>tony creek* Up on the fnnlly T fl Jerico Farms, 

tn^jg are still holes in the ground which a treasure seeker dug 

sovonty years ago* I do not argue i. jjo mitfur but listen wi tli 

patience to all who know floras this tree surd is, even |o those 

are go far oflr their base ag to say that French Creek, m 

Gpa^r, or J^kson Kill in Lewis, Dr reel Tree on Lost Cr«e* 

« n d Clarksburg on rhe Jt.t «ttk. In Harrison have the exact 
location* 


FI ” an E!iltoria l ««t*n by Calvin ?rloa in the 

p r -j c-i 2io jt t&a »ini0£ fop 1935 


\ 
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-Asm Cooper (1780-1845) 

and 

Nancy Agues Wooddell (1735-1861) 

of 

Pocahontas County, West Virginia 

Augusta, Rockbridge, & Bath counties, Virginia 


by 

Htowr C. Cooper 
1*5 Pendleton Drive 
Athens, Georgia 30601 

e 

August 1959 

*•**••* April 196* 


August 1?59 

Kitior revisions, April 1,963 


Tot 
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jQ. CCMpflT HflluLivM 

0r _ Hwngf C* ‘«fsl M lend w& *■ iv*, Athena, Georgia 30601 


, w -Mtart James Cooper (1783-1645) * Haney Agnes Wacddall 
fi?s^iaS}* LrrUd tn 1S05 ? £f Augusta County, Virginia, agd 

Fccahontss County, Mfcst Virginia, 


IhJe paper will he connaraed with James Cwpar and his wife-, Ntney A#is& 
Nheddeilj tvcTS' fl b u ancest ors of the skefch generation. tfr- hope is that ais- 
trihutirjij ttifl sketch will encourage you to send me additions?. material concern¬ 
ing these two ancestors, Please me ke si-^ re ft ions concerning corrections and ad- 
ditioas, for I plan te revise thia paper for inclusion in c, brief history of our 
Gwuotj Tteoadell, Whitman, and HcKoiny ancestors, which will he distributed emor^g 
yau when completed* 


to was the cash with an earlier paper concerning Joseph iJbodrtell, & Major 
source of information for this paper has been the vfocddell fanily papers, now in 
the possession of Mr , Forrest Wooddeli of Green Bank, Pocahontas County, Meat 
frirsini** 1 4a grateful to Ip, Wocddell for pemi33ion to copy and use this ma¬ 
terial. I an also deeply indebted to Mr, Rockford M* Haiasd, a native of Gr*en 
Fi“j: w*m now lives in Alexandria, Virginia, for introducing asi to Hr, Sodden 
tid fer staring his extensive Imowledge of the history and fa.-'sily relationships 
af Pocahontas County* Other valuable sources have been letters and convcraat-ions 
ldth Webers of the f amil y, Chalfcloy’a abstracts, Prices history, and the court" 
bwst records at Mhrlfnton, Staunton, end Lexington* 

jfc^ea Cooper (1730-1345) bom in Rockbridge County, Virginia en Jan- 
tary 16^ 1730, the youngest of the four children of Jj E Cooper ( -1731) & 

J«n feryai y| iffEJs 1 father died when Jamea wss less than two years eld and h3 
*" ]e Creek section of Augusta County, aucordin^ to Price* 

ugh CrAl&ey ebstrecte adoption papers for hie two brothers, I found noaie for 
(2?** it ia^therefore Most probable that James was reared by his Mother, J*an 
i ttlQ ■ Cf ’ £T ~ 7 hsaieatead near Mossy Creek* However, I have no direct' 
to support this guess. 


h. f 7 Wooddoll {£ 785 - 1345 ). was hem in August?- County, Virginia od 

Jj v“' the jeecnd d£ft of Joseph Wooddell (1752-133U hs Sliaebeth 

1^* "d^>- it>ti*k- * taiaw nothing about her childhood, However, Jeaes 

S* 176a 6t b Y Creok Presbyterian Church, which was founded 

1* *lso mi ^ he HeEsjay and WotKtccll faimiliea vere prominent* Thera 

t a* hui . that Jfiiues bju£ iian-cy p j teen sifftE^j^ 

1101 c«iolu*iv a erixttnc* aucut; kgo possibility 

itateMVnt of PrLco, which will bo f|UOtsrt latar, Jw*a fln4 

p*ttHr [Mil ahnn!!?! 11 Keyed G^cqii E-inh &iK>n after I30£i P I do- r.ot 

" r " ;." h h\ n uncl-Oj or the l^odrfflll family 

tki| JW™| 4 i jdiiph Wooddall ^IT 4 gWllt®d J&Ifltlji 

1 Ma| 1 * with J«if 0 Cwinir in tow^ ^ hi* 


id 


-^il 


,. ---Coop#i _. 

r?ii - p * rl of h,lft Srrti B«fc by 

L-lIi iww lr^ th* Ihioddfll fill 1 3 D»pvi Ifl tlte pc^Be^aicn 


t m 


to * 


^P*r f*T tMahliPiU iH^hoali 


w g*C i fcMty t Ifa U Cto« 
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toophMi r T h 0 IS o ‘ 

■J fk' 1 L’ir.tifli.n tQ C^sli i*l § 

r *'* /, ; X oicr-^-lt Being a Ballw«f Cue me from Mia Qaplpyera Janua^ 

tS^iW^ j ™ Coopcr 

Cooper *t K^cy Apics W6fe iDfegK* at *£» mnh «i June 9 

1P/1 , - 7^„ n k * wa « fr till * ntrtonj, the gri^ri*#? baad maae several day& 

£2" t^terawny botwocri Jim and her father, Joseph WsnSajLi, Grp^n Bank 
rtt still part of Bath County at that tijne end thus tha follow!^ bond Is on 
fiU at the Bath Coyfl# courthouse, SpriBg&i -Ir^Lnia: 

?nov tU men by thrne presents that we, Jamei Cooper and Joseph Wooddell 
xrti held in,d Mwj |i bouTrd unto John Page csq ¥ Governor tf Virginia in the 
jve of one hundred and fifty dollars for the its* of tie CiaMouKselth to 
i4»lch pe^ceiit will and truly to b? K^da to the -J£i<i iHr/urcr or his auccaa- 
«T 5 wi bird eurselvos our fc?ir3 executors & adaolnistr-'tors jointly & aev~ 
orally firmly by these presents scaled with our Saale ajrl dated this Uth 
day of June* 1$0 ?d 

The coition of the above obligation is such that whereas there la 
shortly intended to be had and Solea^iaed a marriage between the above 
iwuid Jrmeo Ccope? and handy- Wooddfil of this C slBS sjffi p[>v if there be no 
lawf"l cause to obstruct the s-iJd jearridge then the abere Chlig^tion to ba 
yKrid pise Lo rcEilti In full forces 


Sign.«5 and Aolnow* 1 ’ 
in presonco of 
Che L Trancisoo 


JA_$ COCPSTt 
JCfl W00B3SLL 


Seal 


After their ejarr^aje, Jcufloa snd Haney settled naar her father's horafieteid 
® * stream t^4fdS$ la now ifall&j Cocner Sun, a brarLCh cf Derr Creeh, en ap— 
praiait* lrngitude of TV 30 lf *nd north letituda Jf $3° 2V J|-? ri <. (hip tt? 

TMar * 1 J ™* ac^ilrei considerable land. Some of tha b- 7 Uparies cf their land 
a di.'ed to their son, Joseph, made shortly bafor* Jarsyj 8 death 


tt - „-^ a sad* and entered into this nir:ettenth day of Karsh In 

^ on-j thcu^aivd inrl iiigqit hiir_drs-J and Tori;” five 

«2f**S <1 ?' ,r ° f th ° ° r Pccahontaa and Siste of Virgbuia of the ana 

JZJ ^x a&ws ^,^per Of the County ahd State aforesaid cf the other 
, i iDKHttli ‘'hat the eaid Jairea Cooper far nn-J In tbe ccrsidersfcion cf 
u tfioraonfl doHara to him in hand pzi.i the receipt of Which 

■agt fj rJL ,aww l*dBt!d by him the said James Cooler hath bar^sined and sold 
mi u and sell unto' tbt eaid .Joseph W. Cooper 

•f Ur* to *ritC* *ir’ tni for over tire followir^ i^rtMri trrota or paresis 
to «& Wf u ul"? ore hundrod and fifieasi acres deeded 

*^ ttn Li TT 5«r sMbh flrid Bob ay hlo wifa lying and baing in the County of 

S J ' 0 ff a!lld m tho waters of Dour Creok and boujided aa 
>U +71 ‘ ? som*r to iolotnaa; Conrad ihcnc* fi : * 6d a W* 

llM piiM !*” QM-ngr to fld Conrad thene^ N* 7J tO F^loa to a 

™ t[ n- t # '’S" Pbl*» to 3 Much pine* t Boon Jillrtfig 

W** Ui ' , *J* to * Whit* Oak and hicory there* S* E* ^ 

S U E, >6 poi*a to * plno and whit* oak on the 

J *■■ *' * p * t* 2 Chootnuts thence d> 5 ^ 


***• ml 


Hi ^4 


, " /' '"- , a , n.7Vfj>Hy f [ a ci Y-ft ^evlr J td aJ 

t TBJ 1 lrl% and being in the Ceunty and 5b*** 

i tirk.ii! CrcifllM. & tnmill OrFwiitTlw Si™ 11 ™ 

2E5*?P fct » “bplfi* end ni**r twe 3. J» K. 3^ ' 


■ ^•■-‘■1*14.1 t,|- f 

♦** t* j mil* 
i,# t* * mit* 


Ctrisdi Creak * branch bf Op**nlutier Ittrap 
*t 3 mpl R . mi m-** t roe a* *) K. 36 (»!-** 
—,|e * B* 7)®. 0, 40 pai«a to i n-Tiiee on 1 r ^* ** 
**^ Wi 73® 1, M pclve t* * 1*«* whit* oak M, 

* L, 1 Mc iiiry mi tha top of 4 hi LI S* 
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at -t*,* t* 2 BMchfis By 4 branch £. H S. 110 p*lo& to a fcr-ksd inasle tu 

".SSTJS dJT£ w». ^ w * 60 ***** to 2 ^™™«hi. *. a* w, 

m polci to the 

41*0 enotbffi' trwt containing ^wmtT aci-es adjoining th* foregoing and 
Jacob Bibl* and bounded as follows to Wit* Eggining at 2 ironwoods comer 
ta Jacob Bible ana tt» old tr*ct Uhenw !S. W E* 30 polos to 2 pines or, 
a hill Side S. 77 & E, 63 poles to 2 white Qw«J*f 25 E*_16 po^es to a spruce 
pine K. 66” tf* 26 pole3 to a Spruce pin* W. 15 ^ 20 poles to a pine and 
teftite oak thence leaving *d Bibles line M* S3 tf. 70 poles to the Eegioing, 
*l»o another tract Containing Eighty aeras deeded to sd Cooper 4 Jacob 
I^rii-t Thcn&s Lianb and bis wile lying fit being in the County and St eta afore- 
wtid on the waters of Dear Creak and bounded a a follows to wit( Begining 
at a 5ugar fre* and moDle corner to Lightner thence S, SB £. 30 poles 
to a while oak and ironvuod S* 75 E. W> P<^ s 2 Naples on a ridge M. 

62° E* >2 poles to 2 white oaks N. 72° E* 68 polea to a large white oak JL 
23* W. 53 poles to e white Oak and hickory on £ ridge J? T 40° W. 58 poles 
to 2 tdiifcc" Oaks St, 72° W« 52 poles to white Oak Si 56 q E. 14 poles to the 
BflgMng otl the other tract containing fifteen aersa and adjoining the aforo- 
toaticned tract and Deeded to sd Cooper by sd j^yoart Lanb and wife. 

Another tracx. Containing fifteen acre a and Deeded to sd Cooper by Jamea 
ltUuui lying, and being in the county and State aforesaid on the waters of 
User Creek adjoining ttia lands of Solcrcon Conrad* Patrick Bruffy, and Boon 
Itllsan. 

Together with the appertain ances belonging to ad tracts or parcels of 
Itnd to the sole use and behoof of him the ad Joseph W* Cooper and his heirs 
■fid asjigrts forever> and the sold Jours Cooper for hiaself and hi* heirs doth 
«™at aad agree with the said Joseph W, Cooper and hia heirs, that, the 
aadd Jhn Cooper end hi 5 heirs the seid parcels of land with ell the apper¬ 
tain anc« thereunto belonging to the said Joseph V. Cooper and bis heirs and 
**aig:'is forever against the Claim of hi.n the said Jasos Cooper and his heir a 
&J all ar.d every other person or persons whatsoever will forever warrant end 
defend} in Witness Whereof the Said Janes Cooper hath hereunto Subscribed 
hie naoe and affixed his seal this day and year above written* 

Jas t Cooper Seal 

Pocahontas County to wit—W e Edward Ervins & Mn. Jb-bpgast Justices of 
peace in the County aforesaid in the State of Virginia do hereby Car- 
Jajsts Cccpo; a part t& & certain desd betrinj d^te the J-9th day 
IB4J And hereunto &rji6*;ed personally Appeared before us ±ji our 

^taowiedged the sane to he his act and deed and de- 
retract it and desired to certify the sd acknowledgment to ths 
^ * tounty Court of Pocahontas in order that sd deed Kay he recorded 
mtr our hinds and Seals this 19 th day of March in the year ISAS. 

Edward Ervins Seal 

Ua. Arbogast Seal 


4 Kkn<5J Wooddell (1785-1661) war# tho par- 

** W g**l“f) ItelLwr (!«p.r 

SSii 1 ',C"K. f. V.. 

n_ J * J OrMnhlll^ lUghlvtd Saun ty* V«* 

■ vE Crur-i *.1 bj-l 4 t,__ “* 


Pi*** & * s ’ . : pf - 

**■■11 4j lUJi to SiBijil Wood* 


71 — «Nn*» Bank, W, V*, 

PUW t| ^ungnot* JI*S|l hanU * Court7 * ' ftf 
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James Ccnjper ( -1781 ), These flnitu were gander ed, apparmtly, beGauge 

J . HfiKec?y uncles had purchased ar managed the property of Jcmea Cooper 
P ? P ■' adop ^ in g or tw> of his children, then died intestate, 

'liati led to dispuW between their owr children ttid the adopted Cbopsr cousins. 

_ „ records pertaining to these suits can he fo'twd in the Augusta County court- 
Ljj.., uftdar "ilcfamy vs. hTcKatay-—0.$. 1^7; N* 3. 51^-Bi.ll, ro date 1 ' (abstracted 
i„ Chaibley, Vol. 2, pafcfes 127-12&) and "Coopers Heirs fa, NcKamy— 0,S, £12; H. 
g 7 S - gtl l , Eiay, 1309 M {abstracted in ChalJrley, Tol* II, page 167 ).^ Judging 
^ g se abstracts, these papers Bight contain information shout the varioi,a Cooper- 
jtKwj relationship s f but I have not had an opportunity to visit the courthouse 
ct Staunton. However, I do have a photostat!c copy of a letter by James Cooper 
(17SO-13A5) to Mr. & Mrs. James MdKemy, which was submit tjij as evidence in the 
Gwpcr—HcKeey cast cited above: 

Dear Uncle A Aunt—These Cornea to let you taiqw- that we are enjoying a 
Eftascnahle Degree of health at present and hope these may find you end your 
f aai iy in good health when they Came to your hand, 

I .have nothing material to inform you of at present only that I have 
Kotify. Andrew Konady to attend at Staunton at Garbers Tavern on the first 
day of the September District Court in order to fettle the Bend I have of tay 
fathers cn him and his Brother Jame&j, I wrote him to nave the Bond ha eaid 
he had againet my Father (that is if there it any in being) or to have thd 
Eoney Lo pay it or I should enter suit against him as I could give hia no 
longer Ur.dugenea, 

I have soeie thoughts of going to Tenesee State this fall If I possibly 
Can—and wish you if it lies in your power to get ma seme isony ns I shall 
aland In used of gome to boar r<y expences—end also I want you or Sane of 
Juu to be at Garbers on the day above mention* to meet Kenaday to see if Its 
will have the Pond or txmay or ufcut he intends to do apd you will mush oblige 
ysur Affettiate Tlpphevr, 

Kr^Jtosa Cheney James cooper 

5- a, please t a writ* to Bearer July the 31st 1SQ6 

Hath County 

I have compared the handwriting of this letter, which is in the Goeper-HcKezqy 
writlrj^r ?‘> 1 7 l u jjcoiUftlJouBe at Staunton, with samples of Janes Cooper *s hfjid- 
Eiomi JntrL'afa fairly papers and there is no question but that the Janes 

L- r I. L f GrceTl Bpnk was ^§ B E5n of thp Janes Cooper ( ~17&0 

cc ^ r ^dfie County. Other evidence supports this relationship^ the 



&fe=atfr* r i 6 other. ^viuCnce supports thts relationship" 6h 

to ^ 1 ^ ctter Fvznt Jimics McK^mey in vhteh aierct$e.ni 3 

” r tlockiridge, Mi business for Jnes Ccc-per; ths oldefl 
*f tarsi f-r t,_ t”.!was Elisabeth HcKe-ty Cooper; apjiro^d^ste years 

u #*■_...x _ os-i.bllii&H. ca] Ciu 1 riTT, +*.A n.nf n fi A _l i!'i 


In Cbamjn ft 6 .vh & ^ bl ^S B J ^^Iculated fre^n adoption and ^prentiieship 

" 1 J 28 * 3 ^ are Consigtont With JamES 1 knentn date of birth. 


*f n^atlri^ lntorsctifiE becauao James merit lens the porta ibility 

■•■■y hm lp«nt bart , P^ 11 was prubot-ly reared In the tlbsay CrttfEi area, 

**V <to »p w l Ki |{—y pr hlh «riy years in TtiHinea-ncj ranal.kley^ abstract cf 
Tjtij,_ Ptatasr "JinWB Ccppor Sivd others of tha Cooper 

: ' 4 d bmJUT?* * thoropajl PKa^tnatlon of the papers in the 3 t^Uptdn 
rov^l th* baaii for Lhin atatDSMlj^v cf th<f 

Witt! VUI r™» Kncx County, Tenncesoo. 

C«[wr (lTpD-ia/ h i) aleo served as * Bath County 

*“* U 4 ^ni l ErTV “ 190U. he earried out court orrlere, 

m the HmwW. 1! Wly paper.. 


Mir 


ChArla. IXm*y«n in .aid County farmer h*tl» 
** 41 ^ 4 to k+*p mL.. M 5 f*»t»eit h3it hew, Of.e of I he eoratffiwaUb* l 

v «« P*4«» In ** W CWuy U^l Mith Uhen • Harpurel oath .hat 


%Hf~L ■ 

^*«Wf4 1 


J i « U> 
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he tho 3cid Charles Doneven is afraid John Mclfehon in the Said County far¬ 
mer and James McMahon the Said John McMahons son will beat him (wound malm 
mu or jo him some bodily hurt) and hath therefore prayed surety of the 
petee agninst him the Said John McMahon and James McMahon his son. 

™ These are therefore on behalf and in the name of the Commonwealth to 
Cwsand you jointly and severally that immediately upon the receipt here of 
jou bring the Said John McMahon and James McMahon before me or some other 
Justice of tho peace for the said County of Bath to find surety as well for 
his personal appearance at the next Court to be holden for the said County 
as for their keeping the peace in the mean time towards Citizens of this 
CoMonwealth and chiefly towards the said Charles Doneven. 

Given under my hand and seal in the said County the fifteenth day of 
September one thousand Eight Hundred and Eight. 

To Jares Cooper Constable Sampson Mathews Seal 

TO Execute and Return 

Jace 3 apparently continued as constable for many years, since Price (pages 
100-101) states concerning the formation of Pocahontas County from Bath County: 


Affairs having so far progressed, the formation of a new county was 
mooted and due arrangements sade. A resolution to that effect was passed by 
the Virginia Legislature, March 1821 , , . One of the most memorable days 
in the social and civil history of Pocahontas County was the 5th day of 
March, 1822, when the first court was held ... James Cooper was appointed 
Constable for the Head of Greenbrier, with William Slaven and Samuel Hogsett 
as bondsmen. 


At his death in 1845, James was apparently still serving as constable, since 
the men who served as his bondsmen had to settle obligations which he had not 
•ettled before his death, according to a receipt in the Wooddell papers: 

Red 1 Dec 1846 of James Wooddell the acct of Patrick Bruffey Sheriff 
^fPccabontas County for the sun of $13.76 & also for the sum of $9.08 
■*•7 paid by the said James Wooddell as one of the securities of James 
Inr^r Constable of Pocahontas County upon executions from the Super- 
«*<i< * aw ^ d** f° r Pocahontas County in favour of the Gov. vs. 

_ia>op*r & his securities*—said acct is now placed in my hands for the 
°* collecting the amt. thereof by suit of the estate of sd Cooper. 

W. H. Terrill 

******* Virginia militia, according to a document in the 


«i:iU Court of Enquiry held for the 127 Regiment of Virginia 

36th 4*7 t,t J °hn Bradshaws in the County of Pocahontas on the 

51 ZJZT*** lte5 ‘ 

AMr*e Cooper Provost Martial to this Regiment be allowed 

•f f* 1 * Attending one Regimental and two Battalion Courts 

** Present yanr amounting in tho whole to $9* 

Joseph Moors C.C.S. 


** tlff » for • Howyoes were pa ld frota fln# coUeoted by the 

**• aide of the above doouaent is tho following notation: 

I #a ^ ^ 

“r» to J*tM t CoomLi , 'JT? ho ‘l 1 ** County will p*y the within sum of Nine Doi- 
*“*'• **** °f •ny money In his hinds Arising fro* Militia 


John Butter Col* Coexit. 
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h Jjsm *1k> served as tho locel aasosscr and ons of tho receipts he wwi 
^ hi-# ^ ire ttis WwJfjEll papers s 

lG39 _ ’^ mM 5 ^oodaoil to the Con>r of ttio Revenue for Pocahontas County. 
tm to Entering by Divla# two tracts of land on the land list 98 MO Acres" 
of land Devised by Joseph Wosridsll.* 

Jfi3* Cooper Cciaf Rsv* 

The year before his aouth, James prepared a will which was probated in Dt*w 
c^ber 1645 end can be found in Pocahontas County will book 2* page 

In the n&iie of Cod Amen, I* Jaaiefi Cooper of the County of Pocahontas 
and Stale of Virginia being week in body* but of sound mind end mercery* and 
considering the mortality of the human Body, and knowing that it is appointed 
for all men once to din* do make this try last Vill & Testament, Revokcifrig all 
qthftr^^first 1 heccsonend my soul to God who gave it* my tody to be Decently 
Etoryed 1st a Christian like ir-unuor* and after my Burial expenses are paid, and 
all my other just debts ore punctually paid* I tfiil and Bequeath the B&llance 
of ay property both real and personal in the fora following f 

First* I will and bequeath to ray beloved "iLfa N&ncy Cooper all my House 
hold end Fitchen Furniture oxc^pt suteh aa her Daughters has nieda- sod claims* 
also the font role of ay Bouse and House hold during hor life lift* or Widow¬ 
hood* her choice of two docks* and my Family Bible during her life time* 
fed than to be left to my daughter ^'Linda* provided she cut lives her anther 
the ratcsijider of the Books to bo equally divided between the ballanfic of the 
[{sirs* I also vb.ll to Try Wife Nancy Cooper, one Korse two cowa and tun head 
ef Sheep* end the Bees for tho use of the Family* To my Daughter Betsy Mi 
CoOfier or her Hoirs, I will and bequeath* on& Sorrel l-are Sadblfr and Bridle, 
her espisd. proportion of Sheep* and on* cow (exclusive of two tows that she 
cUins as her own at this time)* 1 also will and bequeath to oy Daughter V.$- 
li.-ida cue Korse SfcfcH* and Bridle one cow and her equal proportion of Sheep* 
also the Hfine to oy Daughter Haney B. *. the sews to my Daughter t-argaret I rj 
tb^s itos to qy Daughter Lucinda* the serae to oy Daughter Eliza Virginia and t 
*? m Joseph Cooper* I will snd bequeath one bey colt ooe cow and hi® e- 
proportion of Sheep with hi a sisters* also ey Rifle Cun £ Shot Pouch* 

■y Hitch* end wearing apperl ? al&o my Plantation with ell its aperteinances* 
*11 the Perming Utcntiels and Wind KOI* during the lifetine or 
r™™*! of hie mother or during the single sate of any of his Sister* 

the above named J* % Cooper mentsina hi& Mother during her Ufa tin 
•J ™<fcfha«l ind hie Sisters or sister while they remain Single and Wist; tc 
i>_ 1 . - 11 ?* nace him* by them givetug hiSr what assistance they #»Jg~ 

rv" f : h * lr support* and if ter the Death or Widowhood of ray Belored Wife* 
la tall 1 *5? “^rriigft or dc&th of all my single Daughters, the PlenUlic^ 
™» Provide it bring s what any threo disinterested Free holaers 
pu-t.,, “ tha appi^riEorB ta bo eitos^n th4 Heirs liveirtj 0 ^ t fl 

w ^ tim#, provibed they can agreei* if not* thoy arc to bt ep- 

Hi m ■ftd If ray sof] J. M. Cooper complies with the above* Be 

Partin, wi* ^ hundred doiiere out of the prico of ad. land and on 
Vtaadtu Ut—*7l! si * t * ra F tl*a all ley interest in thn fountain t-HJiSs an fe .- 
>UW g^*.. vhich is cm or bllpni-htB to the Farm at that tire C-'tcibS 

*t JT W 1 Otui F Watch rtnd Clohths* before Eetltioned, cut IT 
—«Uh ^*44 ; '**P*t‘ dBS* not choose to amtoln hie mother and p 1st era M 

uTl ^ ^ir& In to Itavfl th° Fam ^nd vtcritii-^ 

in of ifc^ P J ," ldoMhooJ PS(* tha lwMf.lt of he]- K»d her &lr*tfl« 

^ tha mZ r* t 4 ^ h her sotf J, W, Cwp?r while he io ifl J 

** ” f hu ■ h ™l d r "fh«<l to support her 

? i* f T Il ° *r “id i*wi wh«, sold* t>y deducting th# 

** - 1 pf * not- *.hteh I held on Ittn *Jt ■ ef 

ci ^ »*lw*ath to my won John 1 . Cooper Fifty DoU*M »■ 

£ L c “*" I ; f 
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of th > price of ad. land when sold, and if sd. J. T. Cooper chooses he may 
have -he surveyors Instruments at Thirty Dollars out of sd. Fifty Dollars 
and to havj the same any time after my death. 

Lastly I constitute and Appoint my Beloved Wife Nancy Cooper and ay 
son Joseph W. Cooper Executrix and Executor of this ay last Will and Test¬ 
ament, 

In Witness Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this Thirty 
first day of August Eighteen Hundred and forty four and 69th year of the 
Coamormealth* 

WITNESSES PRESENT Jas. Cooper Seal 

Boone Tallman 
John A. Gillespie 
Jacob Bible 

I do not know whether any of the objects mentioned in James 1 will, includ¬ 
ing the family Bible, are still in existence. I have had some correspondence with 
one of the descendants of Joseph William Cooper, but he does not know of anyone 
vho has family heirlooms or papers. Since none of James’ descendants now live in 
Green Bank, most of this material was probably destroyed or widely scattered when 
the various coves took place. Since Malinda, who never married, was living with 
her sister, Eliza Virginia Cooper Kerr, and family in 1670, according to the 1670 
census, it may be that someone among the Andrew W. Kerr descendants has the family 
Bible and other objects. 


Janes Cooper died on November 8, 1645« His son, Joseph William Cooper, op¬ 
erated the fa m i l y farm and supported his mother until her death on November 29» 
1861. During our brief visit to Green Bank in 1958, Mr. Hamed and I were unable 
to locate the graves of James and Nancy, but we did not have time to make exten¬ 
sive inquiries in the neighborhood or to search the old family homestead. 

Price (pages 476-479) has written a sketch entitled ’’James Cooper”, which I 
'jdll reproduce in full, even though some of it duplicates my previous remarks, 
btcauae Price's book is not easy to obtain, particularly outside West Virginia: 


During most of the 19th century the Cooper name has been familiar in 
^ James Cooper, the progenitor of the Cooper relationship, was 

... -' ve Augusta County, and was reared in the Mossy Creek section of 
th* ^ 0un ^3 r * Having married Nancy Agnes Wooddell, he came over with 

^»»ooddells, very early in the settlement of the upper section of our 
Green' • opened up property now (1900) owned by Robert N. Gum, near 

gnri then known as Piney Woods. They were the oarents of four sons 

eix daughters. 

Cooper became Mrs. Woods, and settled at Greenhill, Highland 



*‘nght^ a £ et L bteilaC Kra ‘ 200011 11111 8nd lived 10 Richie County. Her 
another Kra in\ bec ^ Mra. Fling, and lived at Flag, Ohio, Nannie become 
Coat lived In Ritchie County, 

Mit«r KAnftUK 1, Andrew Kerr and lived near Dunmore. Her dau- 

S r a ^ i Unki Vfanhington Hoover; Anne, now Mrs, Raymor Davis, near 

®MT in focahotiL now ^ ra * Gfttrwood Sutton, at Durbin. Her oon William 
l**clnd* Crv,?** John Kerr lives in Levin County* 

<*Udr«n SETS*?®*** Jolin Alexander Gillespie, Into of Greenbon ♦ 

•■re Nancy w m W°r t Amo*, and Wioa, the three sons. Her daughtera 

**ar Ekjnotor«i Ooorgo Beverage; Rachel, now Mrs. Henry 

®*°*te Qh*ot» # J°hn Hudson, near Louise, Mai'y now Xr5ft 

* Goopar trn Ibo na«eo of Jamon Cooper f e other two daughters* 

JoiaTt ln youth 9 

per Mrrie4 In Karl on County, He was a popular physician* 
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He resided a number of years in Parkersburg and then at Claysville, where he 
died in 1878. His daughter, Flora, teaches school in Parkersburg. His son 
James a foreman in machine shops at Parkersburg and other points. Another 
son, Arthur, is a Presbyterian minister in Illinois, and there are three 
children deceased. Dr. Cooper read medicine with the late Dr, Strather, of 
Kara Springs, He was prominent in church circles, being a ruling elder of a 

Parkersburg Presbyterian congregation. 

janes Harvey Cooper married Julia Ann Whitman, of Greenbrier County, 

They were the parents of five sons and three daughters. The daughters were 
Agnes who died in 1861, Julia Ann, and Rebecca. In reference to the sons 
we have this remarkable but sad record. They were all Confederate soldiers, 
Robert died in the war, James lost an arm in battle, John and Charles were 
each severely wounded, and George was killed in 1364 in battle near Fishers 
Hill, 

Joseph W. Cooper married Rachel Tallman Sutton, and lived near Greenbank 
They were the parents of four sons and one daughter: Rachel, George Clark, 
James Amos, John William, and Charles Calvin, in 1863 in the course of three 
weeks the dipthiretic scourge removed the mother, her daughter, and three 
sons by death. J. W. Cooper's second marriage was with Harriet Wade cf Bath 
County* She lived about one year. His third marriage was with Mary Arbogast. 
near Glade Hill, Snowden, Walter and Vivian were the children of this mar- 
riage. 

The writer would hereby cheerfully acknowledge the thanks due George C. 
Cooper for assistance rendered by him cn the wayside, July 1, 1901, when we 
casually met near Marvin Chapel and took notes under an apple tree, the ther 
aometer 96 degrees. Without the data given by this grandson of the venerable 
pioneer this sketch could not have been prepared and the name of a most wor¬ 
thy pioneer would have been overlooked, 

Jaaes Cooper's name appears in the organization of the county as one of 
the constables appointed. He served the public as magistrate, assessor, and 
teacher of schools. He was regarded with high esteem for his honest and ele¬ 
vated character in social and business relations. He was a prominent member 
of the Liberty Church in the early history of that historic congregation, anc. 
bi* influence was ever for good morals, intelligence, and refinement of man¬ 
ners, himself being a fine specimen of what is termed "a gentleman of the 
old school", and was noted for his polite and gracious manners, correct and 
•Jtertaining conversational powers, 

^9 Frice for the above sketch. However, some minor errors 
corrected, oaaes Cooper was bom in Rockbridge County and married Nan- 

James Harvey Cooper had eight sons, five of whom 
** — 1 m ^f i *r: dl ‘ e rf * and three daughters. With regard to these children, 

— Cottit/ m rather than wounded, George was killed July 15, 1664, in 
Virginia, rather than at Fishers Hill, and Agnes died in 1856. 

CCSt 

THE SCOTCH-IRISH SETTLEMENT IN VIRGINIA. 3 Volume 
* wOflionwMlth r- io-io i m o Abstracts from th<? 
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l>«si 

Bef 


Cfcop* 1 ' Ttelati^ca 

* r ___- ia 5 ptpdicUn Drive* Athene* Georgia 306C1 

tUf, 1 boor C- CwP®' w 


InrJ : Cooper {1VS0-1^5> * Naficy A®*®* Wrn^Well 

iwried in 1005 , cf Adnata County* Vir c inia, art 

sSSE *“<■ Vir ^ ni *- 


thJ 3 paper will be concerned with JafcBfi Cooper 5r,d his wife* Pfaioy Agnss 
WooiliteHh t» «f our ancestors of the sixth garjffl'ation, My hope le that dfs- 
tributL-’j tills sketch will encouro^s you to send m additional materiel concern¬ 
ing these tw EJlcsstorB, Plet&o make suggestions concerning correction? and ej» 
dltlone* for I plan to revise thii$ paper for irtblurtioti In a brief history of our 
Cooper* Wwdriflll, VhJ.tiuan* find He Kenny ancestors, wllirth will bB distributed emong 
you when tijji'ti'iteJr 


As was the case idJth an earlier paper concerning Joseph Wonddell* * major 
source of irtforumtito for this paper has been the V^oddell family papers, non? in 
the posaeMiwi of Kr. FerrRat tfooddell of Creen Bcrdf* Pot^hontae County* ^est 
Vi^tiniA. 1 mj rretiful to [■’r, Ytooddcll for to copy e/xt use this ns- 

terial* T c- al fl o deeply indebted to Hr* ITocVjord »■ ttoasd, a native of Cress 
vbo itijw lirct iji ALcxandrla, Virginia* foat intyoducirF^ m* to Kr„ BJ^wideil 
tvJ tor his «a&?n5ivs howl sdge af the history end family relationships 

®f Cc^tj* Other valuable sovrecs have b'On letters end convertatiotis 

toth —nbora of ike foTtily* Chalklcy's. ebstraetc, fVtie ? * history*, and the court-" 
taU4a trmnla i‘ v Jj&rlAn ton, Staunton, and LoKin^tOn* 


,^P tTT tZTeO-lfttf} was born in Rockbridge Obu/iiy, Virginia on Jan- 
"i tht yds^cmt of the four children of .teaes Conner £ -1701) & 

V - ■_. . . ■ nil ___. — ' 


le*t KcKmy* 


r*~yi ; fatben died whgj James wfl.fi less than two years old and ho 

’*J , y Crtek £ ^ ion Of August* OouTity* according to fiftea* 

Wiliflj/ abstracts adoption "*’-■ — f*- v*. ± — < — xl. .... T * — . 


papers for- hig tt*s brothers* I found none for 

hia mother, Jean 
no direct 


iU|M H ■ J--JV—Er-TM ^ Lr'i VVt.CE — -L. 

fc£» ii nprobable that Jam wtB reared by hi 

iSS«a ,1 "!2 = L l ™ estead nftar Ho5 ^ CTCett » However* I have i 

■* w * Ka t* fijpport this £ug33» 


STiiir ; ( 

uitteui 

If 


Vi JlS 1 flTBi-’lSW) ltffie borii In, Ai^uata County, Virginia on 

' f iehn\ eeai ^. chll<i ttf J&5t P^ VJpMldoll (175*-103U jSiiEflbeth 
i hiffiMt I *5 noth i^f about hur childhiftd. Konev?;-, Jeses 

in *1 TIL* 1 * hS Kossy Cr^et: Preobyteritn Cfmrrh* which was fonurded 
uc km*\iirSL ™Ti h thB i ' W[l *V end ttoculrioH ffeuilies were prerriSn^t* rhere 
1 «a Mat h*,* ... , ^7“ U]al A*»en and Nancy*a moth^ro oay have b&en aisiora* 
l jC - Vc «»^>en&s flbtut t-Ma p^uibility* 


"n^v; 9 » x,, 

Prieo, wliici, ittU b-a <niotod lotcr* Ja=sa 
^ IZ rVT 1 , Ch to1,wl Lo Creflft bank floon aftrr 1STO* I d= not 

vtu ™* iEcha^* hto unclfl* or the tooddnil fsally 
Hay 4 tanvod ib A * Jofloph Woodddll WWJ? It runted LPitii Joi«tI^ 

fteLZ! LSr* P“ rt ^- wl t»' Cooper In t^for^ hlj 

v™*'* *■ ■ F -■dOQ a p^ii, p/ hin Uvlr^ it B^nk 

It. Ihfl WWUEoll fmuj unprfi,' Ui Uw 

°T*-1 Bankt 


*f *4 


*^*rr 4 ^ u 


C,iQ P w f«r tq«hlT^ flcliftoil 



a, ■*• w c»~h 

**— 111 

Bh v* t(l „ h 


!> 

O 

O' 

0 


s 

1 

j) 

* 


0 

10 

0 

0 
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IS D 

V,orJi/n riK-irdj tH to Cash <1 U o 

JaIv- gtiltsin, k' t0 0 12 Q 

Uk<n fwi’t** B,o:<—H DcJwb g RaUs^ Due m Cw* the B^io^wi January 

tt, 1HK, S«». -*®® 0 Co °I ,£r 


Jt • r:i fo r - r mil Hare? Apico WdoJrtcll vare G*rrlcd at Green fttnfc raj Jane 1?, 
^£_ w • :.■.; U B alRor, the r.trri* 3 » b-Jtwi win **$& auroral diy B 

before tin* •’;* •' - £ •< it"- 1 * s— l’«f ff'bhir, J<.: : h V; dell. 6w:a l^fc; 

ve* sliU pit of County at that tiara and thus- Uio followiti^ bond is on 

rile at lit &»th County courthouse, Warm Epringa, Virgii ja: 

Htiqn* C.3L men by these presents that we, Jatnsif Cooper and Joseph Vocddell 
wc held ini. fji-mly bound unto John Page esq. Ck>v«^«- <f Virginia in tbs 
aan; ot birred: and fifty dollars for* tbs Ua* t£ tee CoraaciiireaUh to 
Which o^yaent ’will and truly to bo mads to toe Uftid Corner or hio sumo®- 
*ove v* hind ourselves otn h^sirs executors a actairiictrvtt^r® jointly & fr?v- 
crally filtady by these presents sealed with our $afcl and dated this llth 
day of Jvm*j ISO?* 

The cviHitSon of the above obligation i* SUfh ib.at whereas there is 
shortly intended to be lsr.d and Sole&i: ijsed a wAivi+jge bcrtwee?i the oaove 
Sj‘rv! J."®ee Crop*,? and Haney of this County, ow if there be no 

IM 1 1 eaiice to obstruct tlic s-J.d ^arKag*i than Ik* ^kys Cbli^itior. to be 
to id eliie to rtn&ir in full force: 


jj 

Sign and Actiiou. 
in plaice of 
tits L franciicD 


JAS Cora 

JOS 1WP56U* 5sb3 


After their Riirriage, Jan-ug and Haney settled nsar her father's horntst?.id 
« a stress which is mrv tailed Coonor Run, a branch of Door Creel:, tt an ap- 
|Mociiii.p Iwigituci^ of 79 ° 40 t 3QH Ictf north latitude of 3£° 34 T W'* Our the 
Juan, Jtitss acquired considerable land. Some of the boundaries of their lend 
we specif JLul in t dned to their eat, Joseph, medo shortly befora -James' death 
in 1R4 Jt 


IM* denture juado snd cat ered Into this niTisteer-fc!) day of Hhrih in 
lh* js*r of our J^rd ono thousand and eight hundred snd forty five between 
Jbwm Ca&fHjr of tho County of Focehontss and gt*i« flf Virginia of thp one 
pnrt an) Joee^h tj. Cooper of the County and Slstfl ^JToivsaid of the other 
part, kttneeaoth thet the saiii James Coopci- for snd in the consideration oi 
IN Kn df tnn thoi-.narjd dolllra to hiRi in hand pij.d the racairt of Which 
Is tiKi-iby aciaiowUdg^l by him tho said Ja^s Cooy^r hath bar^slined ail sciu 
t*e« prea*nta doth bargnin and coll unto tbe itid Joz'cph W, C-Mipor_ 
■B* lo hi* hetf* nrA tas'-si* forwa Me foLlou.r; tortain trf Tt* «vg^ a 
*f Uf.i to fc* tract owtMninfl ore hundred *nd f«s«w d ^ r f f 

I* tn >^r bf y* and Betoy !iii wife Ij-ind 4i; *** 

lad Ot^te Aforwid ^ tfa. vsutro of P^r Cro^: swl ^ «f 
f5 ? *" •*l 1 jN a Whit* Oekf comer to Colo^n Cow«d 0 %)Wf>^ *‘* JJJ ." r 
U » vh;t« Oi^aortup* t» S d Conrad thw« K W 

“K-7!TJf*/ ”■ 70 P 3l “ to ft MM** tok uwl Mcory Wll *J c * 

tl 0 * AsW K " 100 polt ' n 10 2 C]lrtr ' tH " t * **“■*” ^ 5 ■ 

'*>* 1 *LS ,n1n - f,, '' filr,t v ^ cd< t/^nS d sSS JJ 

i >/■ ' rjl ^ i * 11 Jihrler Klv* 1 * ^ 

E3S7." ; .... I.-.■ k i, «™* -f “"“W" S|^«» t» 

1 J j ^ 3 MApUp on i rife* 

J* sftf 1 »»■ (i. ?>* it. w v»‘«" ua S «t *■ 

•*•{;« 5li . <At * w * VJi H* w to *r l ^hiil t'- 

^ ' f lv * wimo and hlvhaff an (N top 4 





nj. «lc* to 3 DmcH*s V o fi' 11 pol*8 t* a forced magi* i n 

t drift and do** ttis? *w tCf w * 60 P° iB9 to 2 irwiw&ods ft, &T W, 

TlL nalc# to l]*c Bo^fluing. 

1 Alio Another trJict contain i«£ twenty «ar*4tdjnitdfus the foregoing and 
iTiiooO fiiOlc md bounded os follows t* Vit. Pg£inin£ at 2 irrnwsxxi* Ms^fr 
i* iicoh BiUo nnd tte old tract thoice S* 15 B* 3t> tiolpfi to a pine, w 
& hill Side $♦ 7t E' polss to £ tfMto 0®k» W t 25 B, lb poles to a sprees 
tinf K t Mr S|* Z& poles ta a Spruce pint tf, 1 j W . 3& poles to * pine and 
Ktilte oak thwwfl leering sd Bibles lino K. A3 W, TP jwl^s to the Eeginins. 

another tract fontaiding Eighty aeros de*d*id to sd Cooper £ Jacob 
1 ftaart ThontfS Lamb and his wife lying & bein£ in the County and State afore¬ 
said on the water* of Deer Creek flr.d boundtS at t allows to witj Refining 
at a Sugar Tree and mauls comer *Hfl. Lighbncr thonco $. $£° E, 3o poles 
to a white oak end ircmwciod 3, 75 E* 40 polaa to J Maple a cn a ridge tf+ 

62° E t 3!? poles to 2 white oaks W* 12 E, 60 poloo to a large white oak ft. 

£B 4> V. 53 pale a to r white Oak and hickory on a ridge N, 40° W. 5tf poles 
to 2 white Oaks £. ?2° W* 52 poles to white Oak B r £fT E, 14 poles to the 
Hegimins an the other tract containing fifteen acres and adjoining the afore- 
mentioned tract end beaded to s4 Cooper by sd Dysfrrt Lamb and wife. 

Another tract Containing fifteen acres and Deeded to cd Cooper by Janoa 
TtUs^h lying end being in the county and State afore said an the waters of 
Deer Crack Adjoining the lands of Solomon Conrad, fa trick BruFfy, and Boon 
Tallinn. 


Someth pr with the eppcrtoiosaccs belonging 
land to the sole ori beb*K>f of Jiiis the sd * 


! U? ad tracts or parcels of 
oeeph V. Cocpor and hi* b*fs-s 


tad M*i£K* fbrarerj and the said Jamo; Cooper for Jlirwelf arui Ms heir* flTcth 
Mvenant end agree with the said Joseph W* Gpopor and his heirs, that, the 
Mid Jccci Cooper end his heirs the said parcels of lend with all the spper- 
t4inaa,cea thereunto belonging to thy said Joseph W, Coopci- and his heirs suid 
forever dgainst the Claim of him fcho said J trass Cooper end his helm 
eart all irxl every other person or persons whatsoever will forever warrant and 
defend,, in Witness Whereof the E&id James Copper hath hereunto Subscribed 
his naqe ajid affixed hig seal this day end year above written. 

Jnfl. Cooper Seal 

County to wit-—tfe Edward Ermine £t Arbog&st Justices of 
in County aforesaid in the State rf Virginia do hereby Cer- 
of i I k i* a * Co&f ’ ti ' a p£rt to a certain deed baring date the l?th day 
- r -* 15 j^ 5 End hereunto annexed personelly uppolred before u$ in our 

1 aroratBid and eeknov/lEdged the same to b& hi a act £JLd deed and de- 
JJ2I r ?'*v 5 rfctrflct lfc ^ desired to curtilV the td acknowledpnent to th* 

^.1 u County Court of Pocahontas in order that Pd deed nay be recard^d 
°' jr h?U!i ^^ 6 imS Ecal& this l^th diy of Korch in tho year 1B45* 

Erinr.rd Ervin D 

Up, Irtwgast Seal 



£3s£xr** } if Bun(^ Agn#u VtaeddoU (t7S5-ia^l} 

niMhBth (enay) :+ 

S?" 1 **? * 1 , L0» 

**** «*y a, 

J 1 *** of L*iri«I 1 
•^1*1 Ai-ril K t 

*«* ikiiwbtr 21 


<i 1^03, Gr«<n Bank, W s Va 
pT4j Ikioahontaa County, M 
*»t luum. 
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James llarvcy Cooper 

Bo.-n July 30, 1610, Green Bank, W. Va. 

DiSvl December 0, 1881, near Tanner, Gilmer County, W. Va, 
Biried on his farm on Jessie Run, near Tanner, V/, Va, 

K- rried March 0 , 1836, Pocahontas County, to Julia Ann Whitman 
(born September 28, 1817, Anthonys Creek, Greenbrier County, 
W, Va,—died September 20, 1903, near Tanner V/. V.—buried 
beside her husband), daughter of George Whitman, 


Serri fir. 


$04 Nancy B. Cooper 

Born July 29, 1612, Green Bank, W. Va, 

Died March 3, 1663, Pocahontas County, V/, Va, 
Place of burial not known. 

Unmarried 


505 John Thomas Cooper 

Bom November 26, 1814, Green Bank, V/. Va, 

Died April 9, 1873, Parkersburg, W. Va, 

Place of burial not known. 

Harried October 31, 1850, near Fairmont, W. Va,, to Louisa Lirpin 
Linn (born February 15, 1825, Linn's Mills near Fairmont, W. Va. 
died February 11, 1916), daughter of Robert Linn III (1781-1834) 
& Catherine Lyon (1788-1856) 


506 Margaret I, Cooper 

Bom February 11, 1819, Green Bank, W. Va, 

Died January 25, 1895, Burnt House, Ritchie County, W. Va. 

Place of burial not known, 

Married March 12, 1844 to Enoch R, Hill (born January 13? 1821— 
died August 6, 1896, 3urnt House, V/, Va,), son John Hill (1790- 
1885) tt Keturah Cunningham ( - ). 


507 Lucinda Cooper 

Bom March 1, 1821, Green Bank, W. Va, 

Wed toy 27, 1886, Green Bank, Vf. Va. 
ttoried Arbovale, Pocahontas County, W, Va, 

Married December 21, 1843, Green Bank, W. Va,, to John Alexander 
Cillaspie (bom December 22, 1815—died March 11, 1897, Green 
Bank, W. Va,—buried Arbovale, W. Va,), 


508 


Joeeph Killian Cooper 

Jorn April 18, 1823, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Wed April 29, 1898, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Iwried Warwick Cemetery, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Married flret 1847 to Rachel Tollman Sutton (born October 21, lj« 
died July 12, 1863, Green Bank, V/. Va.—buried Arbovale, W. Va, 
Married »*e<md January 16, 1868, Both County, Va,, to Harriett A. 

(born 1835—died about 1869), daughter of Henry S. Wade & 
f. Arbogaat. 

terried Uilrd to Kary E. Arbognnt (born 1845), daughter of Solomor 
ArwCaet 4 Nancy Nottingham. 


\ *** ***“ Virginia Cooper 

I S??! BrnfKmttr JQ \r 

BUu* 


••«>»» Bank, W. V«. 

M ~ ~7 —» *»w, * . ■< », W, Vo, 

001 *«««». 

M JO, 1049 , to Andrew W. Kerr (bom 1C28)* 

** «». BOver *l lawnulto 

'** f^ly and between eone of the MoKnays th ° cl 


- JJUt#e Cpcfxsr < -IWl)- niece suits were Grtgon4«rQd l apparently, h3£Jo 
*L- of the TfeKcrey uncles had purchased or managed the property of Jji ra & 0 Coonor 
1701) After adopting one or two of his children, thnp died intestate* 
iud”lod to diapfttoo brUctn their own children fcid the Mooted Cocqjer seuei-ia, 
the record* ptpUiring to these suits cm bo found i* the Augusta County cewU 
haute under “Hcfamy ve. McKsiny^ 0 . 5 * 16 *?? '< no date 11 

t vtalkin* *»:♦ 2* IWw and "Coopts Beira v&* iMfe^o.s. 212* if, 

c 75—Bill, llay f l8i &* (abstracted in Qialklcy, Voi* II, p*ge 1c?)* JmigiTig 

fcT t.hc abFtracls, thsso papers might contain Infomatioa About the various Ceop-r^ 
relAlionebips, but I have not hod an opportunity to visit the courthouse 
t\ Staunton* However, 3 do have e photostatic copy of « letter by Jams a Cooper 
(1780-16**5) to Mr* St Mrs* Jaraes Meufj which vis Autoittodl as evidence in the 
Cfcoper—Ho&cstf tape cited above: 


Pear Uncle 6 Aunt—These Comes to 1st you know that we are enjoying a 
Reasonable Degree of health at present and hop? these may find you and your 
family to S^od healt3’. when they Came to your hand, 

(.have nothing material to inform you of ttt present only that I have 
Notify* Andrew Kenady to attend at Staunton at Orbers Tavern on the first 
day of the September District Court in order to Settle the Bond I have of my 
fathers on him and his Brother Jsaoa, I wrote him to have the Bond ho said 
he had, against my Father (that is if there is my in being) or to have the 
coney to p*y it or I should enter suit agalnat him as 1 c<.uld give him no 
longer Irdugonce* 

l have some thoughts of going to Tencsoo State thi* fall if I possibly 
Can—and Utah jqu if it lies irr your power to get ae some rsai^y sc I shall 
■tart tn need of bock bo bear nay c^pc.-s*#—md also I uaut you 4f S»3 of 
you to be at Garbers on the day above mention, to uici-t Kentday to see if bs 
will have the Ebnd nr money or what he intends to do and you will much oblige 
your Affeetlate Kopiha, 

Kr* J-’iais Kaftan^ Jiftifre Cooper 

N, ]j_ pleaee to write to Bearer July the 31st 1SC6 

* Beth County 


I bav* Maparcd the handwriting of tbi 3 letter* which is in the Cooper-McKemy 
ct;e records in the courthouse at Staunton, with aac^ples of James Cooper r 3 hand¬ 
writing in the Wooddcll family papers end there i* no question but that the Jaiaes 
Cwpcr (i?30ms) of Green Bunk was the son of the JJunes Cooper { «*176U ™d 

J**n H c|^y of hoekbridge County* Other evldened mipports this relationship: the 
»Mdell papers contain a letter from James ifcltenay in Which he mentions going 
** L«KinprtoTi 7 county E eat of KocEtbridgc, on butluca* for Jaiies Cooper; the oldest 
M of J«wa Cooper (170O-1BA5) wae ELitabcth BWtooy Cooper; approximate years 
**' t*nh Tor J W9 ' older Eibiii^r^ calculated ft'Oift adoption and apprenticeship 
u ^ <**ila*T (1, 273 ; lj ago), fire continent with Jiimet T knav« data of 


Tn* il4v* letter ia also intererting bvca«Ko Jamoc puntions the poasSbiUtf 
V tttfliiMi. Tr.ty^h Jitooa >«tj protMibLy rrarC'" In tbv- ***** 

■> 7 h4 V ■ ■ 0*ftl U b-t to f : h i w 4 i-i 1W P . » -i n ^ flV P & 


fully 


hiptrt eif ;hin ti^rly y^ikrm in (ShaXfclei' 1 ^ jPbs ^J^f t . * 

** *^tr papern ntaU^l H Jnj553 CoOfor flrtd ^tfceri vf t3)e 
to TkiAHSBO.- A tlior-uugk rxflailnntlon of tha pepors in tte ■-tAun 
■* timda probably i-av^i ihr bduio for thie Btatrmmt. Sum* or o . 
ii In the two ault* wore from Knox County* 'fMneosflo. 


ttj 


** 


' fAinJug, Jhmaa Cooper IlVeO-lflI.5) " J ® b J; 

■ - ■ i '■ 1 y**ra* A« curly a.n l(VH) # ha fflri’lcd oiit court ore™ * 

* aouu^nl In true Kwxidnll family pnperai 

i«c JUi! C °" ftljf ** 'rtt*-bherM* Charlee Dvhwn in *nld 

buforn nt StojHW! Kitlh^wa one of the CoBefiawealth* thAt 

^ 3 the pvaoe In «aid County *iui hath taken a Corpoi^i 








h(1 tbs 3* id Churlcs Son even is John wviw < , Page 6 

L ^d jEJKJf totohoa the Said Jota ^JVI? ty f*r- 

vi |1 or do a°>" c bodily hurt) and hath then-PapT bMt him C 1 ™^ **1» 
S*co ^ aiTlclL him tbo Eaid John Mah® *nd j^fn USE?*?*"**' of tll& 

^ Thees aro therefore on beheOX and in the mL^TT^! *?* aei5 ‘ 

Afl^nd Jointly and severally that Jem^ at,i- / &™«raltfc i* 
^ briAS the Said John KcKahon find i'mm ;*^v U ^ *** roc * i Pt here of 

Stic of the p»« far the ^d ^ 

ti, personal appearance at the nttf, CooJt to bo hold" ' r for 

E f!r their keeping the peacs i* ths £mti£ uSSS/SiELTS ET* 

541th and chiefly tmwh the anid Chorlae Don«-^ * thl5 

Given under my tend and seal In the sfild County the feft aen th dav fl f 
Septeaber one thousand Eight Hundred end Eight ’ *™ ” 7 “ 

fc JwM Cooper CorwUble Semyon H»thcu s g*, 

fu Ixdoutc and We turn 


Jaosa apparently continued as constable for mnvy years, since Price fp r '-cs 
JtMDt) stataa concerning the formation of PecfihonUt County from Buth County,- 

Affairs hnvin£ eo far progressed^ the formation of a new county was 
TE fioted and due arrangements nade. A resolution tp that effect was passed by 
the Virginia Legislature, March 1021 * , „ Cnu of the most pwwrablc days 
in th* EDoifil am! civil history of Pocahontas Cbahly vas the £tb day of 
Birch, 16?2, whotl the first court was held , . , J^nca CcojXT was appointed 
Ctatiablo for the Mead of Greenbrier, with bill laa E la van t&& Snutcl Eogwtt 

*fl b'jrtdlLHfC,, 


it bit death io 13A5, James v*&3 apparently (till serving *e constat-la, since 
st< Cm who served us hit bondsmen had to settle* obligations which ho hcvd not 
■tihlcd before his death, according to s receipt in th# Wooddell papers; 



Red 1 Dac 1046 of Jaiaes Wooddcll the acct of Patrick firuffey 
of Pocahontas County for the *ua of h also for the s-’-j'ji of yff* 

*w*7 pUd by the said James Ifooddell fts ms t?f the fled.ritio.-5 ef 
^Mper late Conotable of Pocahontas County upon Wiacutions frora the Sop«^ 
tw Owrt or law 4 els. for PoWhonti* County C th. 

«* Coopar 4 hi„ oecuritlo^oaid *eet 1» n» J*»rod In % 

P“T°i» of oollectinf- tfia amt. thereof by auifc ef l i! e 'f;. ^ 


, - m+ 4 * tecordiAR to a document In the 

^ * member of the Virginia tccoromE 

11 

w f ,, «h r i27 itejetnt of Virginia 

to * * Ih^iMrtntal Court »f Enquiry J ^tHhentaa no t&a 

J^ttt at UK? House Of John Hrelth^ s 

^ ^ ef *™*er ^ , virtm to this bo 

it, °**t Cooper o»d t* Battalia 

<fl [killa r0 per day fer Attendmii 00 fc . _ ln wholo to 5# 

f*sS q * lr3r the Proaent yoar amoun^ G WppJ -e C.ChE. 

fttlilia ollowonteB J" fl MjJ ^um^is foll^ine no^tion 
“0 th* revorBO side of the ^ ^ &f ^v- 

l* Jt* Sheriff or l-oeaho.itny County ftritfinc »*« Kilitia 

•Z,Y J *“« «-*• out ef eny mm ^ «, 




Ih to aAerine by Diviee two tracts of land ^ 

ot lend Uawlsed by Jeaeph Nooddcll* 4,3313 1 - A 

**- Cooper Gq^r Dvr, 

Xh, ;mt before his sio^i prepared a will which was |>mb&tsa in 

ifcer 1E45 “*1 can ftfimd in PceahontSiB County win book 2, page ££&- 

In t!w hSgiq of God toflji, L Jcjyea Coobw af thp fVd In Ku a/ E(Art.hkrj 


far «u pen cekc w o.\e, uo ra&xc Mils my last Will 4 TfceUfnmt. Jtookeing all 
ether*—first I Heccar.end icy soul to God who jjsvs it, my body to be Decently 
Euryed Jh a Christian like manner, rjid after my Burial expenses are paid, and 
all oy other just debts are punctually p£id, I Will and Bequeath the Bsllanqa 
o£ Ey property both real and pecrg^rLftl in the fora following: 

Fixit, I will and bequeath to Ky beiond Ittfe liency Cooper #]_L wy Rtnue 
held and Kitchen Fumituro except stitch as her Ponghters h-io made and claims, 

slso the controle of cy House and house hold during her life tine or Widows 

hood, her choise of two clocks, and my Family Bible during her life time, 
and then to be left to ny Daughter J^linda, provided she out lives her mnthw 
the remainder of the Books to be 1 equally divided between the: h nil since Df the 
Heirs, I alw will to try Wife Paney fconsr, one Hoi -an twt, cows and top head 
of Sheep, and tb* Rees for the uso the Far 41 y* Tb ryf Daughter Betsj h, 
Cogper or her Heirs * 1 will and bequeath, ono Serf el Mar? Saddle t»id Bridle, 
her equal proportion of Sheep, and cne coif tax&lupive of two eevs that she 
tlaias au her own at this tUee), 1 also will and bequeath to m Bsuehtw* W' 
li 3 da cue Korss Saddle and Bridle one cow and her equfli proportion fif J“P» 
*b» the m to eiy Daughter Baney B., the a®** to j-W; Si t 

tile ™ to D y Daughter Lucinda, th* ss* to tf D^tsr ElU* Vte^f,™. E 
^ **i Joseph KTcwper, 1 will and bequeath cm 

^ pm portion of Sheep with hia & ± ^ J ^ ^ thrall it* opartr-inan™#* 

■T Hitch, end waring apperl, also By ion »™ f” Lifetime or 

jMludlng all the Firming Utentials and W^nd hm, of Mfl s^ter, 

^dd-hooii, of hie mother cr during the nfl£l* ■■ e/durlnD her Life tin 

*r*rUM the a«iv* J. W, Cooper stains his ^her jjr J ^ tp 

£ -ld«hood and Ms Si^tors th,y =e« ^ 

Uve on th* Place with him, or HiJowhooo of ^ !ioloved Hif*, 

their own ouppert, end after tho ^ lt ^^tere, th* 

Jh«l aftrp the «orrl.Dgc or death of al* dislnterestni ^-ec 
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I do not knov whether any of the object b manticssad in Joan?** will, Include 
ii^r \JM tall? Mble, are a till in fasten ce. I have hnd frame correspondence with 
v » of the descendant e or Joseph William Cooper, but h* does not know of anyone 
&> Ni faaily heirloom* or papers. Since none of Joan* descendants now live in 
Ruikp ®09t of this material was probably destroyed or widely scattered when 
the veritfis coved took place. Since 1-frlirjda, who rtOVur married, w&s living with 
bfr iielar, Eiiia Virginia Coopor Kerr, and family In 1670, according to the 1070 
Mifiof, it cay be that snraeone among the Andrew w* (f«rr descendants has the funnily 
tUbi* ana other objects* 


Jwc: Cooper died on November 3, 1945. me son, Joseph Willia® Cooper, op- 
ce'ed (he feclly farrs ar.d exported his mother until her death on Nvesbec 55, 
tf L Ourirg Ow brief visit to Green fisok in 195$, Hr. Biased and I ware enable 
to L&cate IN graves of James and ilaney, bit we did not have lice to sa^v eaten- 
■in lnqdriu irs the neighborhood or to search the old feudlj JicnuMtead* 

FHev (pogta t76-V79) has written a sketch entitled "James Cooper'^ which I 
efU Tctfl'oduco in full, even though soae of it dupli cites my preidous ranarka, 
tfctuse Mco’t booh ia not easy to obtain, particularly outside West Tirginisr 


During most of th* JL$th century the Cooper name has been fEmiliar in 
nr r^ius* Jusues Cooper, the progenitor of the Cooper relationship, was 
a native of Augueta County, and was reared in the Kossy Creek sectidn ot 
that groat County. Having married fancy Agno Wooddali, he carte over with 
th* itooddeUs, very early in the settlement of th* upper section of our 
nwaty, and opened up proporty iwj (1900) ownod by Bobert H. Cum, near 
<Vwih*nk, then knoun an Pinny Woods. They ware tho parents of four sona 
lit diigtitor^ 
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Cooper, 


McKemy, Ferrell/Farrell, Wooddell, Gothard, Wileon, «c Patton 


-. fjunilv is preparing a Cooper & McKemy family record and would appreciate 
iXonStiwi concerning the Cooper, McKemy, Ferrell/Farrell, Wooddell? Gothard 
Wilson, & Patton families discussed below. 

James Cooper (died 1781) & wife Jean McKemy 

We are especially interested in information about James Cooper (died 1781) and 
Jean McKemy, his wife, who lived in Augusta County & Rockbridge County, Virginia, 
where James died in 1781. The will and estate records of James Cooper mention 
four children: 

1. John Cooper 

Bom about 1771-1772. Apprenticed as a tailor, 1785-1789, and followed 
the tailoring trade for several years afterward. We have documentary 
evidence that he was living in Blount County, Tennessee, in 1801 and 
1807, but no information as to whether he settled there permanently or 
married and had children. 

2. Nancy Agnes Cooper 

Born about 1775. Married after 1795 to William Gothard; settled in 
Georgia (where?); and had at least one son, John Cooper Gothard. 

Nancy Agnes died before 1809 and her brothers lost contact with her 
husband and son. 


3. Thomas Cooper 

Born about 1777. Adopted in 1793 by his uncle, James McKemy. Married 
March 7, 1798, Augusta County, Virginia, to Elizabeth Wilson, daughter 
of Robert Wilson. No further record of Thomas & Elizabeth. 

4. James Cooper (1780-1845) 

Bom in Rockbridge County, Virginia, in 1780; settled at Green Bank, 
formerly B ath County, Vi rg inia, now Pocaho ntas County, We st Virginia, 
about 1802'; and died at Green Bank In 1845. Married in 1805 to Nancy 
Agnes Wooddell (1785-1861), daughter of Lt. Joseph Wooddell (1752- 
1834) of Green Bank. James & Nancy were my great-great-grandparents. 

1 have considerable information about them and their children which I 
would be happy to share. 

!** have no further information about James Cooper (died 1781) and would particu¬ 
larly like to know the names of his parents. We also would like to know more 
ahowt John, Dancy Agnes, and Thomas: their dates and places of birth, marriage, 
•no death; their spouses and children; and where they settled. 


McKemy & Ferrell/Farrell 

th * d4u «hter of John McKemy (died 1789) of Augusta County, 
{.Sr 4 K * r br °lh«r, Junes McKemy (born 1753), settled in Blount Count f’ 
iTiS?r*\! bout l78 ?-17V2 and applied Tor his Revolutionary War pension there 
th * of h * r flrnt husband, James Cooper (died , 17S ^’ know 

u? * 1781-1787, to a Mr. Ferrell or Farrell. Wr do not know 

*£ ° f Mr * Ferrell (Ferrell), but suspect that ho was 1783 

jT *“'**•« eeverel item, when th. eitate of Je»o. Cooper was sold in 1783- 

t*. eni**!* h#y * not b««n found In all the records we.hav* searched, 

possibilities, neither confirmed, have boon: 

' hook HM, page U0, records that « 

tTmo 200 acre, on Fishing Creek to 

7W. Me have no evidence that thie John 4 Jeen are our ter 








Cooper, HcKeray, Ferr«ll/F«rrell, Wooddell, Gothard, Wilson, 4 Patton 2 

and would welcome any information you may have which would prove that 
they are or are not our people. 

2 The third wife of'James Ferrell (1732-1808) of Brunswick, Mecklenburg, 

’ Lunenburg, and Halifax counties, Virginia, was named either Jean or 
Jane. We have no evidence that his Jean or Jane was our Jean and 
would appreciate any information you may have about them. 

We would certainly be grateful for any data you may have about Jean and Hr. 
Ferrell/Farrell. Except for the two possibilities mentioned above, they 
•eea to have "disappeared" from the records! 

William Cooper (died about 1796) of Pennsylvania 

William Cooper of York & Adams counties, Pennsylvania, died about 1796. His 
daughter Eleanor married a McKemy and we suspect—but cannot prove—that 
William Cooper (died about 1796) was related in some way to James Cooper (died 
1781) of Augusta & Rockbridge counties, Virginia. We think that William Cooper 
lived in what is now the Mount Pleasant Township of Adams County, but have not 
located his grave. From Virginia courthouse and personal records—we have not 
searched Pennsylvania records—we know that William Cooper was married at least 
twice (but not the names of his wives) and had at least five children (but not 
the order of their births): 

1. James Cooper 

Lived in York County, Pennsylvaiiia. Died during 1796-1807. Had busi¬ 
ness relations with a man named Archer of Guilford County, North Caro¬ 
lina. 

2. William Cooper 

Living in 1808, but we do not know where. 

3. John Cooper 

Ho data on him, unless he was the John Cooper in Roane County, Tennessee, 
in 1854. 

k. Eleanor Cooper 

Harried John McKemy (died about 1793), brother of my great-great-great- 
iraodmother, Jean McKemy, wife of James Cooper (died 1781) and Mr.. 

• srrall^arrell, Eleanor & John settled in Augusta County, Virginia. 

5- Mary (Polly) Cooper 

Harried Jacob Patton. Settled in Knox County, Tennessee. 

U you have information about William Cooper (died about 1796) of York 4 Adams 
Fmnttylvanla, particularly whether he was related to James c °°P er 
17*1) of Aaguata 4 Rockbridge counties, Virginia, we would certainly HKe 

u hear from you. 
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Cooper * HcKcmy Notes 

additional Cooper and McKemy information, relevant for our search but 
Ke have * lftccd „ithin the context of our presentation above, which is 
"Rented below, followed by comments and questions: 

In 1775. Jome8 Co °P er ^ died about 1781 ^ SOld a mare f ° r thirty P ounds t0 

'Hiob&s Cooper * 

.'June ye 4th 1777- Then Heed, of James Cooper the Sum of Six pounds part of 
the money which William Cooper sent by Isaac Taylor from fort Randolph per 

me. .. 

his 

Richard X Magee n 

mark 

WHERE WAS FORT RANDOLPH LOCATED? 

No cate, but presumably during 1772-1779! James Cooper (died 1781) paid the 
debts of a John Cooper to Andrew McCampbell, George Reeve, James Young, Mary 
Kinkum, and Joseph Shanks. 

In 1779, James Davies and wife Mary of Rockbridge County sold to Thomas Cooper 
of Rockbridge County, for 200 pounds, 102 acres on the forks of James River in 
Rockbridge County, Virginia. 

In 1779, William Mchemy and wife Ann of Rockbridge County sold to John Cooper 
of Rockbridge County, for 22 pounds, 90 acres on Kerrs Creek. Witnesses: James 
Cooper, William McCampbell, & William McMath. 

In 1782, the inventory and appraisement Of the estate of James Cooper (died 
1781J included two Bibles. When the estate was sold in 1783, these Bibles 
were not included in the sale. WHERE ARE THESE BIBLES TODAY? They may have 
important birth, marriage, and death data. 

In the hand of John McKemy, undated but presumably about 1783: a piece of 
paper headed n The Estate of James Cooper Deed. To Thos. Cooper.” The first 
item under the heading reads: "To Cash paid to John Gilmore for Wm Cooper to 
Ohdsr of J&s. Cooper." 


1785, a piece of paper, the face side of which reads: 

^•^tlamen—If any of you can Spare Some Cattle to Mr. Robert Rush 
Let bin have them upon my Acct. and take his Ret. for the Value 
he Receives them at and 1 will Give you Credit on your Bonds for 
the Same for 1 Owe him and cannot Get the money for him, and he 
*€*■*•• to take Some Cattle in part for what I Owe him. yr. Compliance 
*iU Cfclidge Centln. yr. Hum. Senrt. 

heptr. 12th 1785 John McKemy 

j® *•••£•* J °hn Cooper, Thomas Cooper, 

'’Met* The*peon 4 Alexander McKemy 

the^ltch* this same piece of paper are two additional statements, 


Tenneeeee // Thle day Isabella Cooper Came before us 
T^T- ‘‘MQtf U John Tedrord and William Gault two of the 

M the peace or held County and made oath that the five 
fifteen bh tiling* Race tied for here 1» part of an arbitration 
1 J^hm 4 James Melteagr Kxcra. for the Relate of James Cooper 
Good* 


John Tedford 
William Gault 
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8 «cond of the two statements on the reverse side reads: 

September tho 14 1785—Received of Thomas Cooper five pounds 
fiftoon shillings. Heed, by me 

Robert Rusk 


During 1787-1795, a John Ferrell of Knox County & Hawkins County, Tennessee, 
was grantee for several parcels of land recorded in Knox County deed books, 
including a grant by the State of North Carolina ("Copied from Book B, 

Page 89, Grant 275")* WAS THIS JOHN FERRELL THE SECOND HUSBAND OF JEAN McKEMY, 
blDON OF JAMES COOPER (died 1781)? 

On September 20, 1785, in Augusta County, Virginia, John Cooper, "Son to James 
Cooper Deed. . . . and By the Consent of his Guardian John McKemy," was appren¬ 
ticed to Thomas Hinds, a tailor. The indenture was witnessed by Benjamin Norton 
John Middleton, and Eleanor Cooper. 


In 1792, Thomas Cooper and wife Isabella of Rockbridge County sold to John 
Wilson, for 100 pounds, 100 acres in Rockbridge County, Virginia. 

In 1796, John Cooper and wife Agnes of ilockbridge County sold to Robert Piper, 
for 100 pounds, 90 acres in Rockbridge County, Virginia. 

Undated, in the hand of John McKemy: a paper headed "Thomas Cooper dr. To Jas. 
Cooper Estate" includes "To Cash paid When Going to Pitts Burgh, five pounds" 
and "To 1 Journey to Pennsylvania, three'pounds ten shillings." WHAT RELATIVES 
DID THOMAS COOPER (bom about 1777) HAVE IN PITTSBURGH AND PENNSYLVANIA? 

In 1801, John Cooper ("heir to William Cooper, deceased") of Rockbridge County, 
Andrew Graham and wife Elizabeth ("mother to said heir") of Rockbridge County, 
and Wil l iam Youel of Augusta County sold to George Wilson, for 300 pounds, 240 
acres in Rockbridge County, Virginia, on Little Calf Pasture River. 

18H, in Blount County, Tennessee, Isabella Cooper and Agness Townsley 
answered questions, under oath, concerning when and how long John Cooper (bom 
about 1771) had lived in the household of his uncle, John McKemy, after the 
daath of his father, Janies Cooper (died 1781). Apparently John Cooper lived 
in the Xc&my household until June 1784. 

In 181 4, a W illiam Gothard was a grantee in Knox County, Tennessee, deeds and 
in 1815 a Wi llia m Goddard & Jane S. Campbell were married in Knox County. WAS 
thi. WILLIAM GOTHARD WHO WAS THE HUSBAND OF NANCY AGNES COOPER (bom about 
•tii diad before 1809), daughter of James Cooper (died 1781)? 


Comments and Questions 

Uf ornation above raises many issues which are relevant for our search for 

Co**** and McKemy relationships. 

Unfortunately , wo have hot had an opportunity to search for the William Cooper 
^.** 17V6; records In Adorno £ York counties in Pennsylvania, 

l*rlfy m any of tho relationships among persons presented above, 
tbe 1775, 1777, 1772-1779, and 1779 data above, we conclude that James 
vttJlr l761J '•** sons named John, Thomas, and James (who were 

f not or too young to have been Involved In those ° a £ly tmnsactio 

al ** r probably tha William Cooper family of Adams 

by Uip## |lv«n nws, 

1801 Ibctonag' Ce^niy data euggeet that a William Cooper (dead tay 1801) 
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r 


Cooper 


hid » 


_ j rt hn and apparently a widow Elizabeth whose second husband was 

WAS THIS WILLIAM COOPER OUR WILLIAM COOPER (died about 1796) 

.. If yes, DID WILLIAM DIE IN HOCK- 

OK YOHK COUNTY? 


mTwhK COUNTIES, P0TOSYLVANU? 

SLw OIUUGUbTA COUNTY HAWISK TUAN ADAMS 

Anoarently Thomas Cooper (bom about 1777) was livxng in Blount County, 
tw^IT^ee in 1785, at which time he was about eight years old and the ward 
rubella Cooper. HOW WAS ISABELLA RELATED TO THOMAS AND TO HIS FATHER, 
um^TcOOPEH (died 1781)? WAS ISABELLA COOPER OK BLOUNT COUNTY IN 1785 and 
lflll THE SAME ISABELLA COOPER WHO WAS THE WIFE OF A THOMAS COOPER IN ROCK- 
BrfUCK COUNTY IN 1792? If yes, HOW WAS HER HUSBAND THOMAS RELATED TO HER 
WARD, THOMAS COOPER (bom about 1777)? 


HOW— if at all—WAS AGNES TOWNSLY~in Blount County in 1811- 
COOPEit AND HcKEMY FAMILIES? 


-RELATED TO THE 


In 1785, an Eleanor Cooper witnessed the indenture of John Cooper (bom about 
1771)* son of James Cooper (died 1781) and ward of John McKemy. WAS SHE THE 
LLMNOrt COOPER WHO MARRIED JOHN McKEMY AND SURVIVED HIM? If yes, WAS THIS 
MARRIAGE A SECOND MARRIAGE FOE JOHN McKEMY? 


Thank you very much for your help. We are grateful for your assistance. 


Homer C. Cooper 
145 Pendleton Drive 
Athens, Georgia 30601 


Aay change in my address can be obtained from the Alumni Office, Oberlin 
Collage, Oberlin, Ohio, or Alumni Records, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 1 would be happy to hear from Cooper & McKemy families at any time I 

M7 cousin* and 1 are descended from James Cooper (1780-1845), youngest child 
^ Jean, and wife Nancy Agnes Wooddell (1785-1861) of Green Bank, 
Pocahont as County, West Virgi nia. James & Nancy had nine children: (1) 

Oliabeth McKemy Cooper (1806-1845)> married 1844 to Samuel Woods; settled 
at G reenhlU, Highland County, Virginia. (2) Melinda Cooper (1808-1894), 

^ * nr * r married; lived in Pocahontas County, West Virginia. (3) James Harvey 
Cooper (1610-1681), married 1836 to Julia Ann Whitman (1817-1903); settled 
Tanner, Gilmer County, West Virginia; their son, Charles Slavens Cooper 
Ojr grandfather. (4) Nancy B. Cooper (1812-1885), never 
in Pocahontas County. (5) John Thomas Cooper (1814-1878), 

- ' Wj to Lo-..ion Lirpin Linn (1825-1916); settled at Parkersburg, West 

.6) Margaret 1. Cooper (1819-1895), married 1844 to Enoch R. Hill 
**9t . Mttlod at Burnt House, Ritchie County, West Virginia. (7) 
w *Wwr (1621-1886), married 1843 to John Alexander Gillespie (1815- 
*t Arbovale in PocahonUa County. (8) Joseph William Cooper 
harried 1st 1847 to Rachel Tallman button (1822-1863); married 
TVtJV* (Jarriett a. Wade (1835-1869?); married 3rd 1869 to Mary S. Arbo- 

4t Orvon Bank in l’oc*hont*a County• (9) 

11625 - 1900 ), married 1«49 to Andrew W. Kerr (bom 1828 ); 

M U» Pocahontas County. 

*** ***• aid Cooper, McKemy, or Wooddell record®, »uch a# letters, 
w * ‘ * •ancenan* any of these families, 1 would certainly be grateful 

•• *** ***!& mn u u «« 
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* Homer C. Cooper 

145 Pendleton Drive 
Athens, Georgia 30601 

Since preparing the above statement, I have learned from two other Cooper 
searchers, to whom I am much indebted, that Wayne County, Kentucky, and 
Vigo 4 Sullivan counties, Indiana, are relevant: 

1. Frederick Cooper was born in 1759 in York County, Pennsylvania, 
from which county he first served in the Revolution; in 1?80, he moved 

to Rowan County, North Carolina, where he served again; and in 1799 moved 
to Wayne County, Kentucky. Frederick Cooper (1759- ) married in 1783 

to Dorothy Brown, by whom he had the following children (with years of 
birth): Katy, 1784; Anne, 1786; Henry, 1790; John, 1793; William, 1795; 
Abraham, 1798; Isaac, 1805; and Jacob, 1808. WHO WERE THE PARENTS OF 
FREDERICK COOPER? 

2. James Cooper and wife Mary Werr were living in Blount County, 
Tennessee, when their son, Alexander Cooper, was born in 1817. In 1823, 
the family moved to Sullivan County, Indiana; in 1824, they moved to 
Vigo County, Indiana, where both James 4 Mary died in 1855. Alexander 
Cooper married Elizabeth KcGriff in 1842, was a member of the Christian 
Church, and served two terms as county surveyor in Vigo County. WHO WERE 
THE PARENTS CP JAMES COOPER (died 1855)? WHEN AND WHERE WAS JAKES BORN? 

DID JAMES AND MARY HAVE OTHER CHILDREN? 

Several other miscellaneous notes seem worthy of inclusion in our summary 
of Cooper 4 KcKemy families: 

3. In 1795, James Cooper and wife Hannah of York County, Pennsylvania, 
conveyed to John KcKemy of Augusta County, Virginia, for 110 pounds, 110 
acres on both sides of the North River of "Shenando" in Augusta County, 
Witnesses: William McKemy, Eleanor KcKemy, William Walker, Jr. WAS THIS 
JAKES COOPER THE JAKES COOPER (died during 1798-1807) WHO WAS A SON OF 
WILLIAM COOPER (died about 1796) OF PENNSYLVANIA? 

Also, the Evergreen Cemetery, Gettysburg, Adams County, Pennsylvania, contains 
tb* graves of a Hannah Cooper (1756-1822), Thomas J. Cooper (1797-1875) and 
wiv— Margaret 4 Elizabeth, and Martha Toot Cooper (1818-1871). WAS HANNAH 
CCOfTH THE WIFE OF JAMES COOPER? 

4. Acbording to ft history of Pocahontas County, West Virginia, John 
bradahftw (1758-1834) "married Miss Nancy McKamie, in the vicinity of 

b*fora moving from Augusta County to Pocahontas County, WAS 
*A*CT'B FULL MAKE NANCY ACHES HeKEHY ? WAS SHE THE DAUGHTER AGNES MENTIONED 
“J® WILL CT JOHN MeKDfY (died 1?8V) OF AUGUSTA COUNTY, WHO ALSO MENTIONED 
A feimaoi, JOHN BRADSHAW, IN HIS WILL? 

will of Jamoa HcKemy, Sr., written in 1817 and probated in 1818 
£_**£*!■* Cowty, Virginia, left to wife Agnes and the following children: 

IT 5*"^ Inherited hie father's plantation), Jane KcKemy ("one half 

!’ ® Ormmnbrier plantation, f ■ • Mng of more than Throo Hundred acres"), 
"ffcftftd , John KcKemy, „ , iy Hirdman. One clause states: 

Again as to the law suit respecting the Negrows now depending 
In the state ©f N , Carolina, should the result prove favorable 
*9 will 1 b that ny tun, Jemoe, should sstlefy himself for his 

■ divide the Pallanee equally among all 

■ • v . 

hum C U ftm COUWTY WAS THU SITE OF THE SUIT? 
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6. The Old Providence Church cemetery in Rockbridge County, Virginia 
contains these four graves, lying consecutively in the same row: Robert * 
Cooper (1738-1816); Susanna Cooper (1742-1817); John Cooper, died March 1, 
1828, 5?*h year; and Margaret Cooper (1774-1847). I assume that John wa 3 * 
the son of Robert & Susanna but, on the other hand, COULD HE HAVE BEEN THE 
JOHN COOPER (born about 1771) WHO WAS THE SC»M OF JAMES COOPER (died 1781)? 

.Two other Cooper graves, some distance away, are in the cemetery: Susan A. 

H. Cooper (1778-1838), wife of Joseph Cooper; and Robert Cooper (1805-1840). 

7. I have an incomplete note about a John Cooper who was born in 1777, 
Rockbridge County, Virginia; died 1861, Blendon, Ohio; served in the War of 
1812; and married Polly Craig. WHOSE SON WAS HE? 


A generous and keen-eyed friend found a connection between Cooper families 
in York County, Pennsylvania, and York County, South Carolina: 

8. The will of a John Cooper, written in 1812, probated 1824 (place 
not determined), mentions the estate of his deceased father (not named in 
the will) in York County, Pennsylvania. John also names wife Elizabeth and 
children: Margaret, Robert, Elizabeth Davidson, William, John, and Mary 
Wallace. WHO WAS THE FATHER OF THIS JOHN COOPER? 

This family is found again in the will of Robert Cooper, probated in 18^2 
in York County, South Carolina. Since his wife Mary predeceased, Robert 
left his estate to: John Cooper, a brother in Kentucky; James Cooper, a 
brother in Georgia; William Cooper, a brother in Tennessee; Mary Wallace, 

4 sister in Virginia; Elizabeth Davidson, a sister in Yorkville, South 
Carolina, to have the plantation where Peter Harris lives; niece Jane Fergu¬ 
son of Kentucky, daughter of brother John; niece Elizabeth Powell of Virginia, 
daughter of sister Mary Wallace; niece Mary Eliza Alston and her two children 
of South Carolina; nephews Robert Cooper and John Cooper of Tennessee, sons 
of brother William. Mentions his plantation in York County, South Carolina, 
%hero Stephen Bclk lives." 
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